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Chapter One
The Beginning

One day, on the banks of a beautiful river, on a cold winter night, in a smdl village that was
inhabited by a few people, | entered this vast world. | was born into my family in the midst of
joyful snging and thanksgiving to the Great Creator, the Living God | was born in the month
of January, 1947. When a child is born to a Mudim family, those who are present immediately
reect by repeating the satement, "In the Name of the Mogt Merciful, the Mogt Compassionate,”
as though people are recognizing that God is Omnipotent and Almighty. The birth of a child and
the safety of the mother is proof to the unlimited power of God.

As | came into the world, the lips of dl those who were present were praisng God. The family
decided to cdl my name "Munthir," a word hat means "he who warns people” Forty years after
my birth, | redized the purpose of God in my life He has used me as His minister to warn others
who are living in the darkness of in, and to show them the way of truth and divine light.

Severa years dter my coming into this world, and after a sster and a brother were added to the
family, my father decided to move to the cgpitd, Baghadad, where the opportunity to find a job
and living was gregter. Going to school required that | wake up early in the morning, and thet |
do my homework; however, my joy was great because | became a student. One of the courses
tha we had to study was the Qur'an, the holy book of the Mudims. Many countries use the
Qur'an as the source of their legidation and laws. The school expected the students to memorize
many of its verses by heart. The first chapter | had to memorize was the Surah of the Fatiha (the
Opening), that garts "in the name of God, the mogst merciful, the most compassonate... Magter
on the day of judgment... show us the draight way, etc." This surah or chapter is consdered as
the key to the whole Quran; thus, it has become an obligation for every Mudim to memorize it
by heart, so that he/lshe can repeat it on many occesons, such as funerds, weddings, when
vigting cemetaries, and joyful events.

My reading of the Quran increased, and | was able to memorize many verses. Studying the
Qur'an became an important pat of my daily life. | became wel acquainted with many of the
Idamic teachings and laws, as aresult of my sudying.

| belonged to a family whose members bdieved in Idam with dl ther hearts. | was brought up
in an old treditiond family that came out of Hijaz, the birth-place of Mohammead, which is now
cdled Saudi Arabia My family uphed Idamic traditions and we beonged to a tribe that
supported Mohammad. Since | was an infant, | savored the smdl of piety and reigiocity in our
house. Everything thet was in our house reminded me of piety and devoutness

My father used to spend most of hs free time a the mosque, praying and praisng the wonderful
Cregtor. He owned a smdl rug that he used to soread every day, in his room, in the direction
toward Mecca, S0 he could pray. That is a tradition that many Mudims have adopted where they
owned ther persond rug to use for their prayer. The rug should be kept clean, in a clean place,
to be used excdlusvdy for prayers.

My mother, who was portrayed as good-hearted and meek, was dso known to recite the verses
of the Qur'an day and night, and to pray at home, as required by the tradtions of Idam. She was
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concerned about meking sure that | recelved the right advice, so that | could be brought up as a
good Mudim.

Both my father and my mother tried to indill in me, snce my youth, the fundamentd teachings
of Idam. By the age of seven, | learned how to pray and my father began to take me with him to
the mosque during the prayer time. During the time of prayer, | used to reterate many of the
varses and the prayers that | learned by heart, without redly underganding what those words
meant. | used to keep in my heart many questions concerning those prayers, but | did not ask my
father so that he would not be bothered. | dso learned how to wash for prayer, to be clean and
purefor prayer.

The purpose in Idam of "the wash for prayer™ is to purify the body on the outsde. Such a wash
before every prayer incudes washing the right and the left ams after that, washing the heds,
next, the mouth by gargling with water, and then sniffing the water through his nose to deanse
it, and findly, deaning behind the ears The long process cdled in Arabic, “Al-Wodoo',” tha a
Mudim should follow to purify his body on the outsde, qudifies him to pray.

| practiced Al-Woodoo' five times per day. All Mudims who pray practice Alwoodoo' five
times per day in an atempt to prepare ther bodies to sand before God in prayer. However, |
adways quedtioned, in the depth of my soul, if that was dl God required of me to be pleased with
me. Could it be true that only the deaning of my body on the outsde was enough to meke God
accept my prayers? | was one of the millions of people in this world who present to God a clean
body, when the heart and the inner compassons were the possesson of Satan and the of the
wicked world.

God knows the secrets of the heart and man's inner thoughts, and He cannot be pleased by the
mere cleensng of the body while corrupt hearts are filled with deception, dishonesty, hatred and
loathing. The deaning of the body on the outdde cannot be a subditute for the purity of the
heart.

When | became eighteen years old, | began to practice the important fagting ritud that is a basic
pat of the Idamic teaching. Mudims, throughout the world, fast dl the days of the month of
Ramadan. Because | uphdd the rdigion of my fathers and forefathers, | adways found joy in
fagting, where | refrained from drinking water and eating food, from dawn till sunset. When the
Imam chanted from the miret or the radio, declaring the sunset, we were caled to the large,
specid, ddicious supper that my mother prepared. Then, we drank the tea in a gathering of
severd family members and friends. Ramadan's nights were the most memorable that | had
while | was with my father and my mother.

It has become an obligation to every Mudim to read the Qur'an, from cover to cover, during the
month of Ramadan. | used to spend hours during that month, studying the text of the Quran. |
wrote down the verses that impressed me, on a specid pad that beonged to me. However, |
noticed something very important that | will never forget. | noticed that the Mudims fagst the
month of Ramadan as though to enjoy the ddicious food & the end of the day, not essentidly for
the purpose of obeying God. | noticed many of my Mudim relatives and friends fast the month
of Ramadan 0 that they can enjoy the good cuisne and the pasteries, but without spending any
time in the prayer times that were required, for the fagting of the month of Ramadan should be
accompanied by prayers.

Many questions came to my mind, but it remained without any saisfying answers. | was
seeking answers in the Qur'an, but everything seemed too complicated and difficult. Every ritud
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| practiced was nothing more than a custom or tradition that | inherited from my parents. | could
not find anything in my prayers or my fasting that would give res to my mind and peace to my
soul. At the end of the Month of Ramadan, we celebrated the ARFitr Feast. | woke up on that
day, & four odock in the moming, to go to the mosgue where | prayed with a multitude of
people. After prayer, | went with my father to the cemetery to honor our grandparents who died
and were buried there. In the cemetery, | used to ponder within mysdlf, wondering where those
dead rdlatives redly went?

| used to St down with my father, a the grave of my grandfather whom | last saw when | was
sx yeas old. My grandfather was conddered an important persondity of our town's Mudim
religious men. My father aways recited Quranic verses a my grandfather's grave. | listened
veay dtentivdy as he was rediting Quranic verses and praying to God to forgive my
grandfather's sins that he committed during his life, so that he can go to heaven. | wondered in
my heart, asking, "does this mean that my father does not know where my grandfather is now?'

| learned from the Qur'an that there is a paradise and eternd fires, and there is heaven and hdll. |
dso learned tha no one can know where he will go after death. When | got that far in my
thinking, 1 was frightened and horrified. How could God, the Omnipotent, the Omnicient and the
Just creste man to live on this earth for so many years, and spend much of his time praying and
fasting, worshipping God, without letting him know where he would go after his desth?

| began to think about that subject: Where do people go after deeth? The doubts filled my mind
concerning the Idamic teechings that were in me, since early youth. | darted to fed that God
could not be redly as the Idamic teachings portrayed Him: a God of injudtice. It was clear to me
that when someone is pious, fears God, and keeps His commandments, he should be able to be
ure as of the place where he would spend his eternity; otherwise, God becomes oppressve and
tyrannical with no jusice. This subject led me to another subject that is related to man's life here
on eath: | wondered, why was my father praying to God asking Him to forgive my deed
grandfaher's sns? Does tha meen that the rdigious Mudim cannot know, while living on this
earth, whether God forgave him hissins or not?

| knew for sure that every man is a dnner, but | thought that man should have the knowledge,
while ill living, that God forgave him his sns so that when he depats from this eath, he
would be sure that he will go to meet God who forgave him and judified him. This subject made
me begin my search in the Qur'an for the verses that give the Mudim the certainty of forgiveness
and the assurance of going to heaven. However, the only thing that | found in the Qur'an were
two verses that came in the Surah of Al-A'araf 7:8-9 that show that God, on Judgment Day, will
weigh on one Sde of the scale man's good deeds against man's bad deeds on the other side of the
scde. God will weigh the two Sdes, if the Sde of the good deeds has more weight, then man
goes to heaven, otherwise, he goes to hdl. Consequently, a Mudim, no meatter how pious and
how rdigious he can be, trying to live according to God's commandments and Idam’s teachings,
will not be able to know his eternd destiny.

When | arived a that thought, | was struck by grief, sadness and depression, because | viewed
my life as a movie, and | found that my sins and my wickedness were outweighing my good
deeds. My disgppointment was very grest. | knew a rdative of mine who went to Mecca, for the
pilgrimage, ten times. | wondered, what was the benefit of those acts? | was told that that man
went to Mecca for pilgrimage to hep wipe out his sns, for the Quran says "For those things
that are good, remove those that ae evil" (Hood 11:114). | was holding forth the literd
teachings of Idam and the outword forms of rdigiocity covered my life for this, many of my
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relatives encouraged me to make the pilgrimege to Mecca, the birth place of Idam's prophet
However, | refused, and | am happy thet | did.

Bidding Ferwell to My Father and My M ohter

My mother's heart was full of compasson and love as a mother, and she was a fathful wife to
her husband. However, she was suffering from high blood pressure ad other heart diseases. |
watched her praying to God to hed her. She was sncere in her faith, living a rdigious life. |
learned much from my mother, even though she lived a short life with us. Suddenly, my mother
dissppeared from my life as a result of a heart attack, in 1959, when | was twelve years old.
With the desth of my mother, a deep, painful scar was carved deeply in my heart, for | logt the
person in my life that was redly compassonate and loving. Her death was the greatest shock of
my life It made my turning to God dronger, because it became clearer to me that one day |
would die, and | needed to be ready to meat God.

Later, my faher was remaried to a woman who lived with us for a short period of time
Because of the difficult times that | had to go through, | had to dung tighter to my father. | went
with him every Friday to the mosque to pray and to hear the Imam's Friday sermon. My
knowledge of Idamic teachings was increasing every day. | dso was successful in my sudy a
school. However, as | read the Qur'an, a strange feding of greet love toward the person of Christ
was brewing in me. | began to search the text of the Qur'an to find al the verses that spesk about
Christ. | memorized by heart every Quranic verse that had something to say about the wonderful
person of Chrigt. | felt that Christ was a holy, pure Prophet, but the information that the Qur'an
gives about Him was little. | did not know that there are other resources outsde the Qur'an that
goke of Chrig. In 1964, another sudden, unexpected shock druck my life, and that was the
death of my father. Because of that shock, | was hit by a desease that kept me bedridden for
months.

The Formal Worship and the Inner Conflict

After the death of my father, | fdt londy and abandoned, with no one to care for me or be
concerned about me, which led me to use some entertainment that was not innocent. | fdt that
whet | was doing was not plessng to God, but despite that, | could not stop. | continued,
however, to have the outward gppesrance of rdigiocity, praying, fasing and going to the
mosque every Friday. In secret, | was committing sins that | tried to cover up with my empty
form of worship.

When | turned fourteen years old, | began to fed the sense of quilt that kept me awake at night. |
was tempted by many sins that | could not overcome, despite dl my persond efforts Even my
daly prayers and fagsting could not hdp me get the victory that | needed during those criticd
yeas. Time passed quickly, and | turned eghtemn; that is when | comprehended that fase
worship congging of my prayers faging, Quranic sudy and verse memorization could not
change my life Sin began to become dominant in my life and my fedings The worldly
dtractions dominated my mind and | knew for sure that the Qur'anic verse means what it says.
"The soul is surely driven to wickedness'

The gruggle began to take shape in my life, the struggle between good and evil. | atempted, by
dl means, to please God and to triumph upon my wesknesses, but | could not. When | turned
ningteen years old, | thought of studying the Quran again, but in greater depth, this time. As |
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sudied the Qur'an, | used to spend more time pondering its words and its terms, but | felt that |
missed something important. | fet that | was living in a vacuum, without any purpose or am and
without hope. My life became meaningless. Everything around me portrayed my insecurity,
even though | was a very rdigious Mudim who tried to gpply the Qur'anic teachings in my life.
My persond efforts to gain joy and peece in my life did not succeed a dl. But rather, my life
became full of fear and anxiety. | fdt as though | was living in tota darkness where there was no
light, no hope nor aspiration. | knew that everyone that waks in darkness shdl sumble and shdll
have an unhgppy ending. But he that lives in the light sees everything around him, and is guided
in the straight way that leads to the shore of safety and protection. During those difficult times, |
turned my eyes towads the Almighty, merciful God, and | asked Him to give me the hdp |
needed, and to lift away the scaes from my eyes.

The Desireto know the truth:

| did seek the truth because | had a strong desre to know it. | was looking for the thing that
coud give peace to my conscience and cadm down my mind. However, the only resource | had
was the Qur'an. Conseguently, | decided to go back to dudying it with an open mind and
enlightened thinking. | trusted that God would not leave me done in that criss. After | dudied
the Quranic verses in depth, God reveded to me the truth for which | had been searching for
years. The thing that was redly amazing to me was the fact tha the truth was in front of me dl
the time, but | was too blind to see it intdlectudly. However, the truth was made clear, as
though it were through big headlines in the pages of the Quran, teling me &dbout the
awesomeness, beauty, and holiness of the person of Chrigt. | discovered through reading the
Quran that Chrigt differs from dl the prophets and dl those who edtablished religions, for He
excusvely possessed dtribute that no other prophet could have. The Quran described the Lord
Jesus Chrigt as The Word of God, of the Spirit of God, Sustained by God's Spirit, and the Near-
Sationed to God. In other words, the Qur'an has testified that Christ was the greatest person that
ever walked on the face of this earth.

When you read the Qur'an, you find that Chrigt has a very high pogtion that is beyond compare,
The Qur'an portrayed Chrig as a maichless person that no human can come close to. | was
greetly impressed by the miraculous, virgin birth of Chri. Of course, no other person could
clam that he was born of a virgin, because every human is born of a mother and a father. All the
prophets were born via the naturd way, but the Quran tells us that Christ was definitely not born
via the naturd way, like dl humans He did not have a human father, for He was born of virgin
Mary who had no relation with a man. It was God's Spirit who came upon her and the power of
God overshadowed the virgin Mary. Therefore, such a birth made Chrig, as far as the Quran is
concerned, the only One to be born, into this world, of the Spirit of God. The Qur'an tedtifies,
sying: "And Mary the daughter of Imran, who guarded her chadiity; and We breathed into her
(body) of our Spirit, and she tedtified to the truth of the words of the Lord, and His revdations,
and she was one of the devout (servants).” (Al-Tahrim 66:12).

| was so surprised when | read n the Qur'an that Jesus performed many great and wonderful
miracles such as opening the eyes of the blind, cdeandang the lepers, and raisng the dead.
Reading about those miracles made me think: Why could the prophet of Idam not do miracles?
Why did the Qur'an exclusvedy specify that only Christ could do grest and wonderful miracles?

Ancther thing that fascinated me and aitracted my attention was His snlessness, infdlibility and
blandessness. The Qur'an mentions that al prophets, including the prophet of Idam sinned and
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had to ask God for forgiveness of their ans, except for Jesus of whom the Qur'an says that He
was: "theholy Son" (Mary 19:19).

Christ and the Qur'an:

| knew much about Chrigt from the Qur'an, and everything | reed was very impressive. Also,
many questions were raised in my mind, but | could not find answers. Some of the questions that
duck in my mind were Who was better, Mohammad or Chrig? Why shoud | follow
Mohammad who had never done any mirades? Why should | follow Mohammad who asked
God for the forgiveness of his sns, when Christ never have to ask for forgiveness, because He
had never committed any? Why was Jesus born of a virgin birth? Because of that wondering, |
began to pray to God to guide me to the truth and lift awvay the scales from my eyes. | spent days
and nights asking the Almighty God for help, and to show me the clear truth.

One day, as | was studying the Qur'an | found a marvelous verse that says. "If thou wert in doubt
as for what We have reveded unot thee, then ask those who have been reading the Book before
thee" (Jonah 10:94). In the above verse, God is commanding the prophet of Idam and dl the
Mudims, that when doubts drike them, as they read the Qur'an, they should ask those who were
reading the Books that came before the Qur'an. Which books does the Qur'an mean? | found the
answer in the Quran itsdf when it referred to the Torah and the Gospel, the books of the Jews
and the Chridians respectively. For this reason, the Bible describes the Chrigians and the Jews
as the people of the Book, or the people of the Remembrane. In other words, the Qur'an, in that
verse and other verses, encourages the Mudims to read the Bible, especidly when they are
assaulted by doubts. Consequently, | decided to reed the Bible.

One day, | bought a copy of the Bible from the office of the Bible Society. | started to read the
Bible and to compare it with the Qur'an, searching for the truth because | was anxious to know
the divine truth and light. As a Mudim, | bdieved that the Torah and the Gospe (The Old and
the New Testaments) Were light and guidance unto the world. The Lord led me to read the
Gospd of John, where | discovered the power of Chrig's persondity, as He spoke with
authority. In it, | read that Chrigt epeatedly used the phrase “I am,” to daify the truth of His
person. | reed His statements and His sayings that touched my inner fedings because | found in
them divine authority. His sayings entered into the depth of my heart. | was deeply impressed by
Chrigt's statement when He said:

" | am the Way, the Truth and the Life, no man cometh unto the Father, but by me." (John 14:6).

"l am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shal be saved, and shall go in and out, and find
pasture.” (John 10:9).

"l am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the
light of life (John 8:12).

Chrig dtracted me to His person by His great statements and eterna teaching. | have never
heard from anyone daming that the prophet of Idam had made any smilar satements to those
of Chrid's. | could redlize that such statements could not have been made by a mere human, no
matter how much education that human atained. As | was reading the Gospd and see the
authority by which Christ was spesking, | began to ask, Who redlly was Jesus Christ? Was He a
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prophet or an gpodtle, as | was taught as a Mudim? Was He greater than a prophet? | prayed that
God would make cear the draight way for me. | found the love of God to dl humans, in the
Holy Bible, as illugrated in the pardble of the prodigd son, in the Gospe of Luke, chapter
fifteen. In Idam men reterates in their prayer God's ninety-nine excdlent names, but none of
those ninety-nine names had among them anything that would indicate or even imply the love of
God. In Idam, God does not love snners and does not guide to the truth those who live in
iniquity (Repentance 9:24 and House of Imran 140). Every Mudim is deprived of knowing the
love of God that overflows onto humanity, because God does not describe Himsdf in the Qur'an
as love As a Mudim, | was taught that God loves only the good people, and He hated the bad
ones, but when | reed the Bible, | redized that God's love for snners, the logt, and the wicked
was evident.

The Beginning of the New cour se:

One night, as | was searching for a broadcagting tation on the radio, a Chridian radion dation
atracted my attention. The dation was broadcasting a program about the life of Christ. | began
to ligen to it every evening. | waited for it impatiently. As | was ligening to those Chrigian
programs, | fet as though God was taking to me to lead me to the Truth. My knowledge of
Chrigianity was increasing every day. It was God's providence that | met an old friend who told
me about an organization in the country of Lebanon who sent, free of charge, correspondence
courses about the life of Chrigt, to anyone who requests such a course of study. So, | participated
in that course, and | studied the Bible every day in order to answer the questions that were in the
correspondence lessons. Because of that course, | came to know many facts and truths about the
person of Chrigt.

| found thet Christ hedled the blind and the lame by one word of his blessed mouth. | found him
commanding the agitated sea to cam down. Then, | studied about the death of Chrigt for me and
for mankind. | was taught, as a Mudim, that Chrig was not crucified, but that ancther person
was crucified in His gtead; in the meantime, God lifted up Christ to heaven. However, through
the broadcadts, | began to hear something totdly different than what | was taught dl my life as a
Mudim, namdly, that Chrigt offered His life as a sacrifice for me, because | am too weak and too
incgpable to please God with my works, my fagings and my prayers. As a Mudim, | understood
that the Gogpd is God's Book, and it is a light for men; | dso believed that God's Word cannot
be changed or dtered. Therefore, Christ, as | believed, was an honorable prophet who could not
have told a lie or twisted statements. Then, | found the verse John 3:16 as the answer to dl my
questions concerning the crudifixion of Chrig. It says "For God 0 loved the world, that He
gave His only begotten Son, tha whosoever bdieveth in Him, should not perish, but have
everlaging life" That verse was peasondly a cdear proof that God loves me and He
demondrated His love by sacrificing His only begotten Son in my sead and for my ske, so that
| would not perishin my sins.

| thank God for the Chrigian radio broadcasts, and for the correspondence course, and my
persond Bible study, that worked together to reved the divine truths that are hidden from most
people. | redized, after | came to know many truths, that | was incgpable of reaching God by the
way of my good works | was a rdigious man, practicing dl the Idamic rituds and traditions,
but | did not know anything about the God that | worshipped. As far as | am concerned, He was
an unknown God, because | could not reach Him through rdigiocity. Religiodty is nothing more
than fdse outward forms of worship that do not express the contents of the heart. Despite my
being rdigious, | had sns and iniquities that no one knew except God. Rdigiodty was the
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outsde cover with which | aimed mysdf to hide my faults defects and blunders. | practiced
religion 0 that | could gppear before fdlow-men as a pious person that fears God, and | forgot
that God knew my thoughts and my heart, while men looked only a my face. As | sudied the
Bible, | found that the Bible described me as a snner: "For dl have sinned and come short of the
Glory of God." (Romans 3:23). This fact is repested by the Qur'an, that man is week and unable
to pleese God. Even the prophets snned and asked God for the forgiveness of their dns |
thought, if the prophets committed dns, what should be the gStuation of regular men, induding
mysdf? My concluson was tha man is a snner and needs ddiverance and sdvation from his
gnful gate. Who, then, can save me and ddiver me from my sns? | could not continue in that
condition, and God cannot be far and just if He would leave me without planning for a deliverer
to save me. God could not have left His creatures groping in darkness without providing them
the light they need for guidance to the way of truth and light.

The meeting in the church:

On a Friday, | was waking down a main thoroughfare in our city, when | arived a a large
building that has towers with bels | undersood that it was a Chrigian church. | entered the
building, and | found that there was a rdigious meeting going on there. After the sarvice, | met
with the pastor, and | introduced mysdf to him. | told him that | needed someone to hep me
undersand some divine truths. | began to atend the church meetings and | dudied the Bible
with the pastor who opened his heat to me, and explaned to me many spiritud truths God
opened dl the doors for me so that | could know Gods truth. Studying the Bible, the Chrigtian
broadcadt, the correspondence course, and going to God's house dl worked together to hdp me
fed that God has chosen meto be abdiever in Chrigt.

Meeting Christ:

Severd months later, | heard a Chridian evangdis who came to our city to preach about the
person of Christ. | decided to atterd those meetings. | fdt as though God has prepared a feast
for me, through the man of God who came to the city where | lived. During one of the services,
the evangdig spoke about a very important subjeet in Chridianity; namey, the power of the
blood of Chrigt. It was a message | would never forget for the rest of my life. The evangdist
gpoke about how Chrigt volunteered to die ingteed of the snful mankind. | fdt, as | was ligening
with passon, that God was directing the message to me persondly. | heard truths that | had
never heerd before the spesker explained the supreme love of God and proved that God's love
was incanate planly in the crucifixion of Chri, who endured the punishment of man's sin. In
concdluson, the evangdigt directed some questions to the audience, one of which was Are you
sure that you are going to heaven after you depart from this world?

| began to think about that important question that | could not find an answer to, in my heart. |
wondered how | could be sure of going to heaven after death? The answer was given by the
Evangdig when he quoted the Bible, saying: "Beieve on the Lord Jesus Chrigt, the Redeemer
and the Savior, and He dhdl give you everlaging life" | asked mysdf, “Am | a bdiever in
Christ, the Redeemer, the Savior?' | knew that | loved Chrigt, and | knew many facts about Him,
as | heard from many. | heard that He is the Savior and the Ddiverer, but my fath in Him was
incomplete, because | did not have everlasting life.
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| was impressed by the message of the evangdist and | fet that the Spirit of God was taking to
my heart. | heard the evangdigt asking the audience to open ther hearts for Chrig so that He
could enter their hearts to cleanse them and purify them of al sins because the blood of Crig
deansss dl sn. | saw Chrid, in that night, crucified, in pain, with His precious blood beng
soilled. 1 wondered, “Why did God dlow that pure, innocent person to die such a horrible
death?’ The answer was. He died to ddiver me from the curse and from the judgment. The
evangdis asked the people to make a decison to follow Chrigt that evening, and he told them
that he would be available to answer any questions, after the service.

| fet that the Spirit of God was convicting my heart, aking me to repent and to beieve on the
crucified Chrigt. After the service, | went to the Evangdist and | informed him that | was ready
to accept Chrigt in my life. He prayed with me, and asked me to repest a prayer after him, asking
God to have mercy upon me ad to forgive me my sns and | asked Chrigt to dwell in my heart.
In that very timeless, higoricd moment, something wonderful happened: | fdt that a heavy load
fdl off of my back, as though the Lord had performed an operation on me, whereby He gave me
a new heart after He took away the old one.

| thank my God for the great divine work thet He perfomed in me that evening, whereby | have,
by the grace of God, become a new cregtion. The concepts of my life and mind were changed,
when Christ reveded to me he divine truth that Christ was crucified for me. | was a poor sinner,
deprived of God's forgiveness, but in that evening, Chrig came into my heart, and He forgave dl
my sins because | trusted in the power of His cleansing blood. He touched me by His heavenly
love and heded me of my sins.

| left the church that evening with the joy of savation flooding my soul, because Chris gave me
the assurance of savation and the certainty of my going to heaven. | decided to follow Jesus no
matter what the cost might be. | immediately knew that many of my reatives and friends would
hate me; and indeed, many of them began to distance themsalves from me and accuse me with
horrible accusations, and they cdled me with some of the filthiex names they could come up
with. | knew that Christ warned us that the road of fath is covered with thorns, and the road that
leeds to life is narrow, and only the few would find it (Matthew 6:14).

After | accepted Christ as my persond Savior, my life became difficult and full of panful trids.
Because of my faith, | log my job as wdl as many of my friends and relatives. Here, |
remembered the statement made by Paul the Apostle, saying: "But what things were gain to me,
those | counted loss for Chrigt. Yea doubtless, and | count dl things but loss for the excdlency
of the knowledge of Chrigt Jesus my Lord: for whom | have suffered the loss of dl things, and
do count them but dung, that | may win Chrigt." (Philip. 3:7-8).

| was certain that gaining Christ was the most precious thing in this flegting world. It is possble
that a man may possess dl the worldly pleasures: wedth, and paaces, without knowing the red
joy of the forgiveness of higher sins, and without knowing where he will spend his eternity.

Christ entered into my heat and into my life and gave me everything | redly imagined and
evearything | sought. With sdvation, Chris gave me the peace of God that passes dl
understanding: "Peece | leave with you, my pesce | give unto you: not as the world giveth, give |
unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afrad." (John 14:27). He gave me the
pesce tha most people do not have consequently, the world is full with fear, anxiety, and
worries. The world has nothing in it that prompts peace. The Lord Jesus is the Lord of peace and
the giver of peace. No prophet dared clam that he could give peace. But Chrigt could make thet
claim because He can forgive man's Sins.
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| was a rdigious Mudim who practiced dl the required rituds and traditions of Idam, but dl
those rituds and traditions could not give me the needed peace of heart and peace of mind,
smply, because rituas and traditions are man's persond efforts. The red peace is the free gift of
God that only Chrig can give to everyone tha trusts in Him and bdieves in His redemptive
work on the cross of Cavary.

| was fathful in keeping dl the required rituds that are imposed by Idam, and | put them into
practice fathfully and dncerdly. However, sncerity has never been aufficent if it is not
accompanied by the Truth. When | came to know Chris who is "The truth, the way and the lifée",
| discovered that dl my sncerity in my old rdigion did not hep me know the Truth, because it
was based on my persond efforts. The differenceis vast between man's work and God's work.

| came to know that God had planned this great sdvation and deiverance through the person of
Jesus Chridt, because He knew that | was incgpable of reaching Him through my persond
efforts. | found in Him what | was looking for, because He covered me with His love and
compassion, by coming down to where | was, and dying in my sead. As a Mudim, | was
deprived of the rich grace of God's peace and the peace of mind, because | was deprived of the
gift of redemption and free sdvation. | learned in my former religion that man cannot redeem
himsdf, as gated in the Quran :"As to those who rgect fath — if they had everything on earth,
and twice repeated, to give a ransom for the pendty of the Day of Judgment, it would never be
accepted of them. Theirs would be a grievous pendty." (The Table 5:36). According to the
Qur'an, nothing can redeem men from eend suffering, on Judgment Day. However, | thank
God who planned and aranged, in my dead, the great, momentous Sacrifice, to be my ranson
and my redemption: "And We ransomed him with a momentous (grest) sacrifice” (Al-Safat
37:107). As a Mudim, | usd to read that Qur'anic verse, but | could not undersand its red
meaning. When God enlightened my heart, and guided me to know Chrigt the Redeemer, |
understood that the momentous sacrifice was the death of Chrigt on the crossfor my sins.

The Liberation out of the Prison of fairy tales:

| could not understand many things in the Qur'an, even though it was smple and clear because
Satan had blinded my mind, He did not want anyone to come to the knowledge of the truth.
Saan has impresoned millions of men within his will, and he deprived them of the gift of God's
free sdvation, and dosad them in his prison of fairy tdes and disobedience, so that they reman
in his bondage.

As a peson who was the follower of Idam, | was imprisoned in the prison of fary tdes and
fables. The stories about Jns and mythical events that we were told and that | was made to
believe were as though intentiond to kegp us in bondage. When | came to know Chrig, He
liberated me from that prison of fables and myths where | was held in bondage. He dso gave me
the peece of mind that no one ds can give Millions ae ill bound by the shortfals and
deceptions of basdess fables that they have inherited as traditions. Thus, they spend ther years
worshipping an unknown God who does not forgive them ther sns and kegps them bound in
fear and terror; neither does he give them the assurance of their eernity. | once conddered the
cross as a fary tde, as | heard and learned from others and from the religion of my fahers. But
God demongrated His supreme love through the cross on which Chrigt, the just and the
innocent, died to pay the debt of my sinsand to satisfy the divine justice, on my behaf.

| was blind, but now | see:
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The redemption of Chrig to the snful mankind is a cler and a sure proof of God's wonderful
love. All | knew after my fath in Chrig was that the Holy God truly loved me. Such love would
bresk the sony hearts and touch the fanaic mind to free it from the spiritud blindness. |
remember the story of the blind man that was heded by Chrigt, who had to say dfter he was
grilled: "Onething | know, that, whereas | was blind, now | see" (John 9:25).

The Straight Way:

| can tedtify today for the work of Christ in my life, and | say to every man, "l was blind, now |
se" Chrig sad: "l am the lignt of the world: he tha followeth me shdl not wak in darkness,
but shdl have the light of life" (John 8:12). This verse means that anyone who has not come to
Chrig and accepted Him as Savior is in darkness, and that kind of ignorance leads to eternd
degtruction.

A blind man cannot see his way through the road he is waking on because he is blind. Also, the
spiritudly blind cannot know the truth. The Bible mentions in the Proverbs of Solomon: "There
is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death." (Proverbs
14:12). Many people imagine that the road they are waking on is sraight, without crookedness,
but unfortunately, it leads to destruction and desth.

The Lord Jesus Chrig is the only Way, and there is no other besde Him. He sad: "l am the
way." This means that Chrigt is not a way among other ways, but He is the only way to heaven
and eternd happiness. People imagine that there are many ways to reach unto God. Christ made
this very important point clear: He told us that He is the way, not a way. Why is He then the
only way to God?

The answver is dear and easy. God had planned for one way that would lead to Him. Christ hed
never lied, for this He dways began his saement by saying: "Veily, veily | say unto you.."
He told us that He is the way because He is "the Word of God." That means that He is the very
expresson of God and spokesman of the Triune God. No one ese was given such a title. Chrigt
is the way because He is the only one that can be the mediator between God and men. He is the
only snless, infdlible and pefect being;, for this He is the sgn unto the whole world, as the
Quran adso describes Him in the Surah of the Prophets 21:91. The Mediaor should be sinless,
blandless and infalible so that He can take God's hand and put it in man's,

When | was a Mudim, | used to read the Faiha (the Opening) many times per day. In tha
prayer, there is an important phrase that says "Lead us to the draight way." The staight way that
is intended here is the way that leads to God. And "lead us' means to be guided, directed,
conducted to the sraight way thet leads to God. Mudims, al over the world repeat thet phrase
many time every day, without redly understanding what it redly means. Every Mudim should
understand that when he prays Al-Fatiha that he is log and asking for direction to the straight
way, and that he is away from God as everyone dse who is in this world, violating God's laws.
The Qur'an ingsts that: "man is created weak." (Women 4:28). Yes, man is incapable of pleasing
God with his good works and persond efforts... because he is wesk. Man has been trying to
guide himsdf and to reach God, but he has faled miserably, because he is under bondage to his
lusts and snful passons. Further, there is no way some good words can outweigh al the evil and
wicked works that man commits. However, God desires to ddiver us from the evils and the sins
of our corrupt nature.
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Many peope have tried to know God via virtues and good works, but they have faled, because
man, by nature, is not good. For this reason, God became flesh, in the person of Jesus Christ, s0
that man can know God. The Lord Jesus Chrig is the true way that man has been searching for,
and he is dill searching for it. Therefore, everyone that finds this truth shdl discover this
mysery of life God is the Fird and the Lad, the only One with no patners, colleegues or
asociates. However, this great God incarnate in the person of Chrig, is able to wipe out sins and
purify the hearts. My quedtion today is Why does man search for the truth, when the truth is
right in front of his eyes? Why do peope search for other ways? Chrig is the Way that takes man
to God and to abundant, better, eternd life.

| have decided to be deeprooted in the truth, no matter how high the cogt. | decided to sacrifice
many things, so that | codd continue waking with my Lord. The Lord aranged a wonderful
way by which | could leave my country for another, where | could worship the God who
redeemed me and saved me from the fire of hdl. | thank God for kegping me safe, and for taking
me to another country to have opportunities to fredy serve Him and to tel others aout His
work in my life

Maybe you are wondering how God could use the Qur'an to leed a Mudim to Chrig. Fird, |
would like you to know that al things are possble for God, when not dl things are possble for
men. Human minds are limited and ther capabilities are redricted, but God is limitless and
without boundaries. | would aso like to point out that the knowledge of God through the Qur'an
is not limited to any specid persn; but rather, it is an open door, to everyone who is searching
gncardy and fathfully for the truth. God's invitation is open to anyone, regardless of who he is
or where he is Also, the invitetion is directed to dl Mudims to sudy the Qur'an with anopen
mind, putting blind fanaticism asde. Fanaticiam is the cause tha leads to deprivation of God's
blessngs and of the enjoyment of the spiritud life that results in a persond rdationship with
God. Furthermore, religious fanaticism adways sands as a sumbling sone in the way of any
man who desires to know the divine truth.

God is able and is omnipotent. He has prsented the opportunity to every man to come to the
throne of Grace seeking guidance. God is fathful and jus and loving and He is reedy ad
willing to lead and show the Straight way to every man who redly wants to know it.
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The Basic Reasonsthat I nvited Meto Choose
Christianity.

The Qur'an Testimony in favor of the Gospel
1 — The Necessity of Upholding the Gospel

The Qur'an did not demand of the Jews and the Chridtians to leave their religion or their Books,
to join Idam. On the contrary, the Quran commanded the Jews and the Chrigians to uphold
their Bible and to live by it, blaming the Mudims themedves for neglecting to read ther own

Book, saying:

"To those whom We have sent the Book, study it as it should be studied: they are ones that
believe therein, Those who reject faith therein — the loss is their own." (The Cow 2:121).

"L et the people of the Gospel judge by what God hath revealed therein. If any do fail to judge by
what God hath revealed, they are those who rebel." (The Table 5:47)

"Asto those who hold fast by the Book and establish regular prayer — never shall We suffer the
reward of the righteous to perish." (Al-A'araf 7:170).

"Moreover, We gave Moses the Book, completing to those who would do right, and explaining

al things in details— and a guide and amercy... Lest ye should say: The Book was sent down to

two peoples before us, and for our part, we remained unacquainted with all that they learned by
assiduous study." (The Cattle 6:154-1560

2 —The only source:

Above dl, the Qur'an made it clear that in case of any doubt in things that were written in the
Qur'an, it became a necessty for the Mudims, and egxcidly for ther prophet, Mohammad, to
turn to the Holy Bible, as it was commanded in the following verse: "If thou wert in doubt as to
what We have reveded unto thee then ask those who have been reading the Book from before
thee (the Jews and the Chrigtians): the Truth hath indeed come to thee from thy Lord. So be in
no wise of thasein doubt.” (Jonah 10:94).

The Quran commands dl Mudims, as it commanded ther prophet, to return to Holy Bible for
the knowledge of the truth and for undersanding the subjects that were difficult for them to
undergand, saying: "And before thee dso the apostles we sent were but men, to whom We
granted ingpiration: if ye redize this not, ask of those who possess the message (The Jews and
the Chrigians)." (The Bees 16:43). Also Mohammad had refused to be a referee among the
people of the Book because he congdered the Bible is a sufficient referee for them, knowing that
the prophets used it to issue ther judgment: "It was We who reveded the Torah, therein was
guidance and light. By its standard have been judged the Jews, by the prophets who surrendered
(to God), and to those who were guided, and to the Rabbis, and to the doctors of the Law, for to
them was entrusted the protection of God's Book. And they were witnesses thereto; therefore,
fear not men, but fer me, and sdl not my sgns for a miserable price. If any do fal to judge by
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what God hah reveded, they ae the unbdievers” (The Table 5:44). Also, the Qur'an
admonished the Mudims saying: "Mankind was one sngle nation, and God sent messengers
with glad tidings and warnings, and with them He sent the Book in truth, to judge between
people in matters wherein they differed; but the people of the Book after the clear Sgns came to
them and did not differ among themsaves except through sdfish contumacy. God by His grace
guided the bdievers to the truth, concerning that wherein they differed. For God guided whom
He will to apath thet is straight.” (The Cow 2:213).

Further, the Qur'an, magnifying the Holy Bible, commanded the Mudims not to argue with the
Chridians, in cae an argument arises, saying: "And dispute ye not with the people of the Book
except with means better, unless it be with those of them who conflict wrong: but say, We
believe in the reveaion which has come down to us and in that which came down to you." (The
Spider 29:46). The Qur'an has made the piety of the Chrisians as the standard that Mohammad
and the Mudims mugt imitate or follow, saying: "Those were those who received God's
guidance: copy the guidance they received.” (The Caitle 90).

3 -TheQur'an Confirmed the Bible:

The Qur'an indged repeatedly that it did not come down to contradict the Holy Bible, nor to
replace it; but rather, it came to confirm it and to guard it from any dteration or change. The
Quran tedtifies of the infdlibility and the authenticity of the Bible, in tens of its verses of which
| chose the following:

"To thee We have sent the scripture in truth, confirming the scripture that came before it, and
guarding it in safety.” (The Table 5:46).

"O children of Isragl! Cal to mind to favor which | bestowed upon you, and fear none but me.

And believe in what | reveal, confirming the revelation which is with you, and be not the first to
reject faith therein.” (The Cow 2:40-41).

"Thereis, in their stories, instruction for men endued with understanding. It is not a tale invented
but a confirmation." (Joseph 12:111).

"O ye people of the Book! Believe in what We have revealed, confirming what was already with
you, before" (The Women 4:47).

"And thisis a Book which We have sent down, bringing blessing, and confirming which came
beforeit." (The Cattle 6:92).

"It is He who sent down to thee in truth, the Book, confirming what went before it."
(The House of Imran 3:3).

"That which We have reveaed to thee the Book is the truth — confirming what was (reveal ed)
before it." (Fater 35:31).

"When it is said to them, Believe in what God hath sent down, they say, We believe in what was

sent down to us. Yet they reject al besides, even if it be truth confirming what is with them."
(The Cow 2:91).
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4 — The Existence of the Bible with the Public:

If the Bible was not in the hands of the Jews and the Chridians in the days of Mohammad, he
would not have given those great tesimonies for the Bible, and he would not have described it
with magnificent descriptions.

It is not possble for any sncere Mudim to beieve tha the Bible has been tampered with and
changed; for the Qur'an says that it came to confirm it. How uld the Qur'an have guarded it if
the Bible has been changed? Further, the Bible could not have been changed because it has been
vey popula and very widdy drculated throughout the world, trandated into many languages
Moreover, there have been many Chridian denominations who are weatching each other, and

would not dlow any of them to change it. Also, it could not be changed because it is consdered
holy to the Chrigtians and to the Mudims.

The Gospd was available to people and was read and heard among al peoples Arabs and
others, and Mohammead described the Chridtians of histime and the Bible saying:

"Not al of them are alike: or the people of the Book are a portion that stand (for the right), they
rehearse the signs of God all night long, and they prostate themselves in adoration.” (House of
Imran 3:113).

" Those to whom We have sent the Book studied as it should be studied, they are the ones that
that believe therein: those who reject faith therein — the loss is their own.” (The Cow 2:121).

Therefore, the Bible was with the Jews and the Chrigians, in the days of Mohammad. He
himsaf mentioned many times in the Qur'an that they had the Book, the Bible, and he described
it as "the people of the Book,” and "the Book that you have" Of those verses, | quote the
fallowing:

"And believe in what | revealed, confirming the revelation that is with you." (The Cow 2:41).
"Then comes to you an apostle, confirming what is with you." (House of Imran 3:81).

The exigence of the Bible with the Chrigtian of Arabia, before and during the days of
Mohammad, was evident, and those Qur'anic verses are another clear proof to its exigence
during thet time, and to itsinfdlibility.

5— The Qur'an Did Not Annul the Bible:

A very drange opinion has spread amag the Mudims, that the Quran replaced the Torah and
the Gospd. However, this opinion is basdess and unfounded. It is a fdse dam that has no truth
whatsoever in it. The Qur'an itsdf points clearly to the fact that it came to confirm the Torah
(Old Testament) and the Gospel (New Teatament), and to guard them, not to replace them;
meaning, to assure the Mudims, that no one can change them. This is written in the following
vases The Cow 240, 41, 91, 121, 213; The House of Imran 3.3, 81,113; The Women 4:47; The
Table 5:47; and The Cettle 6:90, 92, 154, 156.

Every reasonable man who makes such an accusation should be able to present the necssary
proofs and the clear evidence to back up his daims. When proof is requested that the Qur'an has
anuled the Bible, people present some very insufficient, unacceptable proofs, such as "That

17 From Darkness Into Light



which follows replaces that which came before” In other words, because the Qur'an came after
the Bible, it annuled it and replaced it. However, if we read the Qur'an with an open mind and
little attention, we find no verse in the Quran that even fantly ingnuates that the Qur'an annuled
the Bible. The contrary is the truth: besides inggting on confirming the Bible and tegtifying to its
authenticity, the Qur'an admonishes the Chrigians and the Jews, saying: "Say, O people of the
Book, ye have no ground to stand upon unless you dand fast by the Torah and the Gospd.” (The
Table 5:68).

If the Quran did indeed annul and rescind the Bible in its two testaments and its Satutes, it
would have never indsted that people should regard its laws and precepts nor admonished
people to make the Bible a pat of therr lives and to uphold it. It definitdy would not have
dressed the point that the Mudims should believe in the Torah and the Gogpd. All the Qur'an
most trused commentators, such as Al-Beidawi, Al-Zamkhashri and Al-Jddan, unanimoudy
agreed that the Qur'an did not come to annul the divine scriptures that preceeded it. If the Qur'an
cane to anul the Gospd, it would not have been right for it to dae "Let the people of the
Gospe judge by what God hath reveded therein. If any do fal to judge by what God hath
reveded, they are those who rebd." (The Table 47). If God sent Mohammad to invdidate the
rigion of Mases and the message of Chrigt, would the following statement from the Qur'an be
in harmony with such a clam: "If thou wert in doubt as to what we have reveded unto thee, then
ask those who have been before thee (Jaws and Chritians).” (Jonah 10:94).

The dam that the Quran had annuled the Bible is a far-fetched and basdess clam that is
unreasonable and illogicd; it should be rgected by those who read and understand the Qur'an.
The main, fundamental purpose of the Qur'an is to lead the Mudims to the precepts of the Bible,
saying: "God doth wish to make cear to you and to show you the ordinances of those before
you, and He wishes to turn to you, and God is All-Knowing and All-Wise" (The Women 4:94).

Also, we read in the Surah of the Cow 2136, the following verse: "Say ye, We bdieve in God,
and the revdation given to us, and to Abraham, Ishmad, Isaac, Jacob, and the Tribes and that
given to Mosss, and Jesus, and that given to the prophets from ther Lord: We made no
difference between one and another of them and we bow surrendering to God." According to
this Qur'anic text, it is required of every Mudim to believe in the law of the prophets who came
before Mohammad and the Qur'an. Therefore, the idea that there is an annuling of the Bible by
the Quran isatota contradiction to the Qur'an and its teachings.

How could the Quran annul the Bible when it came to confirm it and subgtantiae its
authenticity, saying: "And when there comes to them a Book from God, confirming what is with
them (the Bible)." (The Cow 2:89). Such a daement is a dear tesimony, and no one can
misundersand its meening. Confirming ultimtely contradicts the annuling. It is impossble for
one book to annul ancther book that it Smply came to confirm, as it tels us in the Surah of the
House of Imran, saying: "It is He who sent down to thee, in truth, the Book, confirming what
went before it; and He sent down the Torah and the Gospd before this, as a guide to mankind,
and He sent down the criterion to lead men to the truth." (House of Imran 3:3). This verse is
clear that the Bible came before the Qur'an, and the Qur'an was introduced to confirm it, and that
God was the sourse of that guidance. Therefore, if God is the source of the Torah and the
Gospd, how could God's reveaion be annuled? The world is ill in greet need for the message
of the Bible to hep ddiver people form the bondage of sn and Satan.

Some Mudims say that the Qur'an contains the Torah and the Gospd; therefore, there is no

more need for them. To redize the imprudence of this dam, please reed again the above Qur'an
verses that clam the total opposte. The Qur'an has never ingnuated that it contained the Books
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of the Bible so that the Mudim would not need them. The oppodte is the true as it is explaned
in the following Quranic verse "With it came down the Spirit of faith and truth to thy heat and
mind, that thou mayes admonish in a dear Arabic Tongue, which is in the books of the
forerunners, is it not a 9gn to the learned of the children of Israd knew it." (The Poets 26:193-
196). No matter what verse is read in the Qur'an, the reeder will never find even the faintest
indnuaiton to support this basdess dam. If the Quran was dlent concerning its confirmation of
the Bible, that would not have necessarily meant to annul the Bible. The only way to bdieve that
the Qur'an annuls the Bible is if the Qur'an very blatently and dlearly stated that it came to annul
it, and there there was no more need for it. However, the truth remains that the Quran very
grongly, in tens of it verses, confirmed the Bible (the Old and the New Tegtaments), and
encouraged people, Mudims, Jews and Chridians to read it, uphold it, and believe its precepts
And the Qur'an chalenges the whole world, assuring them tha there can never be a book that
would be better than the Bible, saying: "Say, Bring ye then a Book from God, which is a better
guide than ether of them (the Torah and the Gospd), that | may follow it" (Stories 28:49).
None could ever supercede the Bible.

Chapter Two
Why Did | Choose Christ!?

| became a Chrigian when | redized the postion of Chrig in the Qur'an and that His digtinctions
in the Quran superceded dl the other prophets and al mankind. The Qur'an was clear in
destribing Chrid's uniqueness, and it exclusvely gives Him the dtributes that belong soldy to
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God, as they were dso daed in the Bible The Quran atributes to Christ superb titles that no
other prophet was given. It dso ascribes to Chrig great miraculous works that no other prophet
did, neither before Him, nor after Him. The Qur'an clearly consdered Christ as persondity with
asuper-natura powers, for that, it described Him as "a sign unto the world.”

First: HisTitles

Of the blessed names of Chrigt that the Qur'an mentions are four, namely, The Word of God, the
Spirit of God, the Messiah of God, and Jesus the Savior.

1. TheWord of God

The Surah of the House of Imran 3:45, says "Behold, the angds sad, O May! God giveth thee
glad tidings of a Word from Him, His name will be Chrig Jesus, the son of Mary, held in honor
in this world and the heresfter and of the near-gationed to God." Also, the Qur'an, in the Surah
of the Women 4:171, says "Chrigt Jesus the son of Mary was a messenger of God, and His
Word, which is bestowed on Mary and a Spirit from Him."  The quedtion that arises here is
Which of the prophets did the Quran cdl the Word of God and His Spirit? God has cdled some
people gpodtles, others He caled prophets or preachers. However, none of those titles come
close to Chrid's title, "the Word of God". Doubtless, Chrig is the greatest, above dl the prophets
and the messengers.

Some Mudims say that Chrigt is the Word of God because He was created by the Word d God.
Such a dam is wrong, otherwise dl the prophets and dl humans should have been cdled God's
Word, but they were not. It is clear that Christ was not cdled "the Word of God" because he was
crested by the Word of God, but He was thus cdled because He is the very expresson of God.
The ‘word is the declaration of the spesker; it trandates his thoughts and mekes clear his
intentions and expresses his moods. In the same manner is Christ who is the declaration and the
revelation of God to men. The Wword demongrates the authority of the spesker because his will
is being implemented by his word; the Bible says "Where the word of a king is, there is power."
(Eccles. 8:4). In the same manner, Chrigt is God's Word by whom the Triune God created the
universe and saved men. The word is a continued existence of the spesker and an undivided part
of his person. And 0 is Christ who existed with God eterndly; for this, He is lawfully the Word
of God. Heis, in essence, equd to God the Father.

Consequently, the name of Christ as it gopeared in the Qur'an "a Word from Him" necessitates
a divine meaning, for this "Word" is the name of a person, and in this case, the person is Chrig,
who is not created. Some Mudim scholars object to the deity of Chrig, and they explain thet
title of Chrig, the Word of God, as the command, "Be'. But 'B€ is a verb, and 'Word' is a noun,
and in this casg, it is the name of a person. When the Qur'an referred to the Word of God, it
continues in that verse, to say, "a Word fran Him, and His name shall be Christ, Jesusthe son
of Mary"... The Quran did not say, "a word from Him, and its name shall be.." dencting thet the
term '"Word of God'isathird person singular, not aneutral gender.

Fakhr Al-Razi, a renowned Mudim Imam, in explaning the verse in the Surah of the House of
Imran 3:39: "God gives thee glad tidings of Yahya (John the baptist), witnessng the truth of a
Word from God.." said; "Wha was meant by ‘a Word from God’ is Jesus. John the Baptist was
the first person to bdieve that Chrigt is the Word of God and His Spirit, and Jesus was cdled a
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Word from God. The Word darifies the meanings and the truths, and so does Jesus who guided
and led to the divine truth.”

This title that Chrig has, The Word of God, reveds the red postion of Chrigt, that postion
which is @ove dl humans. The Quran gave this term exclusvely to Chris. The prophets spoke
and uttered and preached the Word of God, but the Qur'an never referred to them as the Word of
God, because none of them deserved to be the Word of God. The unique Word of God who is in
eternd exigence. That means that the Word is the very expresson of God, not cregted, but one
in essence with God the Father.

2- Christ the Spirit of God:

The Quran, in the Surah of May, verse 171, says "Chrig Jesus the son of May was a
messenger of God, and His Word, which is bestowed on Mary and a Spirit from Him." The
renowned Imam EFRazi explaned tha verse saying that Jesus is the Spirit of God because He
is a lifegver. El-Beidawi said that He was cdled the Spirit of God because He could raise the
dead and the hearts of men.

If we study the term, the Spirit of God, in light of the New and the Old Testaments, we find thet
it means that Christ is of the same nature as Gd and his essence. For the Spirit of God is God,
because God's Spirit is of Him and in Him, and cannot be separate. And we have to use the
Bible to underdand certain issues when it becomes difficult for us to undersand them in light of
the Qur'an. The Quran has commanded the Mudims to return to the Bible to understand difficult
issues, saying: "If thou wert in doubt as to what we have reveded unto thee, then ask those who
have been reading the Book from before thee” (Jonah 10:94). Besides, the Qur'an referring to
Chrigt as the Spirit of God, aso the New Testament, in the first epistle of Paul to the Corintians
chapter fifteen and verse 45, cdls Chrigt “a Quickening Spirit.”

It is important for us to understand the difference between two verses mertioned in the Quran,
that some Mudims misunderstand and try to mix up their meaning. The two verses are:

"And He fashioned him (Adam), and breathed into him of His Spirit." (Adoration 32:9)
"And His Word which He cast unto Mary." (The Women 4:171).

In the first verse, God bregthed into clay to make Adam, but in the second verse, the Spirit of
God, entered into Mary, meaning thet Chrigt is the very Spirit of God and the Giver of life.

The Qur'an caled Christ "the Word of God" and " Spirit of God". The quedtion that is raised
here is Was the Spirit of God in existence before the foundation of the world? The quedtion is,
Is God His Spirit. In the meantime, He utters with His Word, and far from it for God to be
dumb. And we bdieve that God exigs in Himsdf, insgparable from His Spirit, and spesks with
His Word. If we sad that God's Spirit and Word were created, and that they were not with Him
from the beginning, in eternity before time, then such a beief is in tota contradiction to the
beief that God is unchanging and unchangegble. But if we believe that He is eternd, therefore,
He is dive in His Spirit who is dso Chrigt, according to the Qur'an, and He expresses Himsdf
with His Word, who is Christ. Therefore, Christ is not a new creation by His hirth through the
virgin Mary, but He is as eternd as God the Father, for He exiged with Him and is equd to Him
in essence.
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In order to block the attacks of those who blagphemingly make “partners’ with God, we must
confess that the Spirit of God and His Word are of the sdf of God without separation. Since
Idam cdled Chrig the Word of God and the Spirit of God, we should confess that Chridt is the
Almighty God Himsdf. As long as Chrigt has those two titles deservedly, then He is eternd, and
was in exigence before He came into the world through the womb of Virgin Mary. Further, if
we dudy the Qur'an, we find that Christ was exclusvely given those two titles, because He was
worthy of them, because He was and is God who became flesh to execute the plan of our
sdvation.

3 —Jesusisthe Messiah (the Annointed) of God

The Qur'an cdled Jesus the Annointed (the Messah) of God, saying: "Behold, the angds sad, O
Mary! God giveth thee glad tidings of a Word from Him, His name will be Chrig (the Messiah)
Jesus, the son of May, hdd in honor in this world and the heregfter, and of those nearest to
God." (House of Imran 3:45). The Qur'an continues to say: "Christ Jesus the son of Mary was a
messenger of God, and His Word, which He cast unto Mary and a Spirit from Him." (The
Women 4:171). As we know and understand, the name is an indication as to the type of person
that is talked about. Suppose we asked, What is the meaning of this honorable name by which
Jesus was cdled in the Qur'an?

We find that the name " Christ" means “the annointed.” Anointing denotes that olive ol is used
to pour on the head of a chosen person for a prominent postion, to serve in a revered office
This anointing custom was used to gppoint prophets and kings, such as David. However, Christ
was not anointed by oil poured by human hands but His anointing was a specid, spiritud,
divine anointing that signifies His specid rdationship with God the Father. Every person that is
annointed, is annointed for a specid office such as a high priet, a prophet or a king. However,
the person of Jesus was anointed for the three exdted offices dl together, the High Priest, the
Prophet, and the King. Therefore, the anointing of Chrig was God's anointing. Accordingly,
Chrigt isthe Great High Priest, the Great Prophet, and the Great King.

The Qur'an admits that Jesus was exclusvely caled "the Chrigt" , with dl the three great offices
beonging to Him. It is keen to see tha Chrig cdled Himsdf a prophet in Luke 4:24, and King
David cdled Him Lord in Psdm 110:4; and he cdled Him King in Psdm 2.6, and Pries in
Psdm 110:4. Isaah the Prophet cdled Him, "the Almighty God' (Isaiah 9:6). The Bible is full
of verses that explan the meaning of the name of Chrig, and we should undergand it in the
Qur'an by the light of the Torah and the Gospel, the Books that the Qur'an confirms. The Qur'an
tells us that it was the angels of heaven who carried that name down from heaven to this earth,
as good tidings to May and the world, saying: " "Behold, the angds sad, O May! God giveth
thee glad tidings of a Word from Him, His name will be Chris Jesus, the son of Mary, hdd in
honor in thisworld and the heresfter, and of those nearest to God." (House of Imran 3:45).

Therefore, "Chrig" & a heavenly name, sraight from God; for this, Chrigt has a specid message
from God to the world. The condusion in sudying this book is that God anointed the person of
Jesus and sent Him to be Mercy unto mankind: "And We appoint Him as a sign unto mankind
and as a Mercy from Us" (May 19:21). The very confirmation of the Qur'an of that very title of
Chrigt, clearly indicates that Jesus, the Son of Mary is the God that was prophesied about as
coming to the world as the only Hope and only Savior for the world.
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4 — Jesus, the Arabic word for it: Issa

The Arabic name Issa is derived from the Greek word "eiessu”, and it means, Savior. This name
that is full of the mgesty of Might and goodness, brings us the good tidings of the redemption of
mankind, and of the ddiverance of ther dns. The word Messah as one of the titles of Jesus,
came in the Old Testament, the New Testament and the Qur'an. In the Old Testament, it
described Chrigt propheticdly, saying: "Behold, the Lord hath prodamed unto the end of the
world, Say ye to the daughter of Zion, Behald, thy sdvation cometh; behold, his reward is with
him, and his work before him." (Isaah 62:11). In the New Testament, Gabrie, the archangd,
sad to Virgin May: "And, behold, thou shat conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and
ghdt cdl his name Jesus” (Luke 1:31). Then in the book of Matthew, the meaning of the name
is made dear: "And she shdl bring forth a son, and thou shdt cdl his name Jesus for he shdl
save his peode from their sns” (Matthew 1:21).

Then the Quran came cdling Him Jesus, confirming what was reveded in the Torah and the

Gospd. The Qur'an confirmed this name of the Savior and mentioned it twenty-five times in its
chapters (surahs), and the foll owing Qur’ anic verses are quoted:

"And We gave Jesus, the son of Mary, clear signs and strengthened Him with the Holy Spirit.”
(The Cow 2:87).

"O Mary! God giveth thee glad tidings of a Word from Him, His name will be Christ Jesus, the
Son of Mary." (House of Imran 2:45).

"Christ Jesus, the Son of Mary, was a Messenger of God and His Word that He cast unto Mary."
(The Women 4:171).

The Lord Jesus Chrig has made His savation avalable to mankind, of every nationdity, color
and rdigion, throughout the age. Sdvaion from dns by His aonement on the cross, sidfies
the requirements of God's jusice Christ sacrificed Himsdf and shed His own blood to grant

people mercy and forgiveness, and to free them from the bondage of sin, and to trandae them
from the kingdom of darkness into righteous life. He saves from death and ddivers from hdl: "I
will ransom them from the power of the grave; | will redeem them from death.." (Hosea 13:14).
Peter said: "Nether is there sdvaion in any other: for there is none other name under heaven
given among men, whereby we must be saved" (Acts 4:12).

Secondly: HisProphetical Titles

1- Christ the Son of Mary:

This title is referred to or indnuated by the Torah, the Gospd and the Qur'an. The Torah cdled
Jesus, "the seed of the woman" (Genesis 3:15); Isaiah the Prophet prophesed that He would be
born of a Virgin (Isaiah 7:14). In the Gospd, a the sart of His minisry, some people referred to
Him as the "Son of Mary" (Mak 6:3). The Qur'an referred to Jesus with that title, Son of Mary,
as a testimony to the untainted, pure motherhood of May and to the miraculous birth of Jesus
from avirgin who was not touched by a man. The Qur'an tetifies, saying:

"And We made the Son of Mary and His Mother asasign." (Believers 23:50).
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"When the Son of Mary is held up as an example..." (Zukhruf 43:57).
"And in their footsteps We sent Jesus the Son of Mary.." (The Table 46).

"And We gave Jesus the Son of Mary clear signs.." (The Cow 2:87).
"His name is Jesus the Son of Mary.." (House of Imran 3:45).

This name "Jesus the Son of Mary," is given to Jesus, atributing to Him the honor of which He
is worthy, because of His rdation to God, and not to a human father. There is preference over al
men in that name, and it isatestimony God's coming in the flesh.

2 — Christ the servant of God:

Chrig, in His coming in the flesh and becoming a man, is the servant of God, as is confessed by
the Torah, the Gospe, and the Quran. The Old Testament says "Behold, my servant shal ded
prudently, he shdl be exdted and extolled, and be very high" (Issah 52:13). The New
Testament says "...But made Himsdf of no reputation, and took upon Him the form of a
srvant, and was made in the likeness of men” (Philip. 27). The Quran daed: "Chrig
diganeth not to serve and worship God." (The Women 4:172).

Psalms 40:6 says "Sacrifice and offering thou didst not desre mine ears hast thou opened:
burnt offering and sn offering hast thou not required.” (Psdm 40:6). In Igad, there was a
tradition that a man should serve as a dave (a servant) for seven years. After seven years, he
should be freed. But if he loved his master and wanted to stay as his servant, then his master
would pierce his ear, as Sgn thet that dave is his servant forever.

When men sinned, God was not pleased with their offerings and their sacrifices which could not
aone for ther sns. David saw with the propheticd eye, the Lord Jesus in the flesh, coming to
save men. Paul the gpodle gave us the whole picture of how Christ volunteered to become the
servant o that he would be the aonement for the sins of mankind, to free them from their sins,
sying: "Chrig Jesus Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equd with
God: But made Himsdf of no reputation, and took upon Him the form of a servant, and was
mede in the likeness of men: And being found in fashion as a man, He humbled himsdf, and
became obedient unto degth, even the deeth of the cross” (Philip. 2:5-8). As a king is dad with
humility, so Chrig did not hestate to come down and dwel among the poor to comfort them,
and to finish the needed work to save man from hissins

3 — Christ the Prophet:

Moses prophesied in the Old Testament, saying: "The Lord thy God will rase up unto thee a
Prophet from the midst of thee, of thy brethren, like unto me unto him ye shal hearken." (Deut.
18:15).

The New Testament says "This is of a truth that prophet that should come into the world." (John
6:14).

The Qur'an quotes Jesus, who says. "l am indeed a servant of God.." (Mary 19:30).
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According to the Qur'an, the Lord Jesus could tak when he was a baby, in the crib. Such an
incident is to tell us that He was not a naturd human, and His being supernatura is clear and
aure; He is the Word of God and the Spirit of God that God cast unto Mary. And according to
the Holy Bible, He is the "I am" that became flesh to declare to us what we did not know, but
would like to know about God.

4 — Christ the M essenger

Isaiah the prophet sad in the Old Testament: "The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me; because
the Lord hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the
brokenhearted, to proclam liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are
bound." (Isaiah 61:1). The New Testament quoted Christ, saying: "But | know Him: for | am
from Him, and He hath sent me" (John 7:29.) Then, the Qur'an came to say: "Chrigt Jesus the
Son of Mary, the Messenger of God and His Word, that He cast unto Mary." (Women 4:171). It
is essentid for us to mention here that the sending of Chrig by God is diginguished from the
sending of human prophets and messengers. In the light of the Bible, we know that Christ came
down draght from God, on a divine unique misson, as the uttering of the words by the
spesker. Also, the Quran admits that the words of Christ and His preaching were not given to
Him by Gabrid or ancther angd, but rather, the result of his didogue, chating with God the
Father. That is where te Qur'an says "And God teaches Him the Book and wisdom, the Torah
and the Gogpd, and gppoints Him a messenger unto the children of Isad.." (House of Imran
348-49).

5-TheHoly Christ:

The Old Testament described Christ as "the Most Holy" (Danid 924). The New Testament says
of Him: "Holy and undefiled" (Hebrew 7:26). The Quran sad of Him: "A Holy Son." (May
19:19). In this datement, the Qur'an confirms the Bible, and acknowledges that Chris was
excdusvey born of a virgin, and that He was the one and only to be born without the touch of
Satan on him, but Holy and Pure of dl sins, as Mohammead preached.

6 — Christ the blessed:

King David sad of Chrigt in the spirit of prophecy: "Blessed be he tha cometh in the name of
the Lord: we have blessad you out of the house of the Lord." (Psams 118:26). And in fulfilment
to King David's prophecy, the New Testament recorded the scene, as the Lord Jesus entered
triumphantly into Jerusdem, in the Midst of the peoplés prase "And they that went before, and
they that followed, cried, saying, Hosanna, Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.”
(Mak 11:9). The Quran came to confirm this fact by teling us tha Chrig had caried this
message dl dong, snce His very hirth, saying: "And He hath made me blessed wheresoever |
be" (May 19:31). During His life on earth, Christ proved that He was, in every moment he
gpent on this earth, blessed and blessing wheresoever He was.

Which one of the prophet could say that he was a blessing, in every moment of his life? When
the Qur'an usad the term, "wheresoever | be" it meant that humans, regardiess of who they are,
are vulnerable to weaknesses, and thus they are overcome by human factors, circumstances and
temptations, Christ proved through His pefect life, that He was above dl circumstances,
because He was the blessed wheresoever He was.
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The Bible dates "If we say tha we have no dn, we decaive oursalves, and the truth is not in
us." ( John 1:8). Yes everyone that has lived upon the face of this earth has snned and has
been polluted by iniquity, except for the Lord Jesus Chrigt, who knew no sin. There was no guile
in his mouth, because blessing and grace were His companion, with the backing of the Holy
Spirit, from the cradle, to the cross. For this, no one dse could be a mervey and a blessng, and
the Qur'an dates that no one enjoyed that high podtion where he could be mercy and blessng
except Christ who could say: "And He hath made me blessed wheresoever | be” (Mary 19:31).

7 - Christ, the Highest Example:

The Lord Jesus made the following statement: "For | have given you an example, that ye should
do as | have done to you." (John 13:15). Then the Quran came to confirm the fact that Jesus is
the supreme example, saying: "And We have made Him an example to the children of Israd.”
(Zukhruf 43:59).

Chrig was, in dl His ways, wonderful. He is the amazing sgn from God, and He is the supreme
example to dl mankind. He is an example, not in the battlefidd, but in piety, in holiness and in
sarving others as He was quoted in the Quran: "And He enjoined on me prayer and charity as
long as | live. He hath made me kind to my mother, and not overbearing and miserable” (Mary
19:32). The Qur'an has placed the person of Jesus Chrigt in a high place of infdlibility and has
made Him the supreme example who knew no gn.

8 — Christ, the Honorablein ThisWorld and the Her eafter:

The New Testament described the Lord Jesus Christ: "Who is the image of the invisble God,
the firgborn of every creature: For by Him were dl things created, that are in heaven, and that
ae in eath, visble and invishle, whether they be thrones or dominions, or principdities, or
powers dl things were cregted by Him, and for Him: And He is before dl things and by Him
al things conss. And He is the heed of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn
from the dead; that in dl things He might have the preeminence. For it pleased the Father that in
Him should dl fullness dwdl; And, having made peace through the blood of His cross, by Him
to reconcile dl things unto Himsdf; by Him, | say, whether they be things in earth, or things in
heaven." (Cal. 1:15-20).

In echoing the above stated verses which are a clear evidence of His supremancy and authority
over the whole universe the vishle and the invishle, the Quran comes to back them and
confirm them by saying that the Lord Jesus is "Hed in honor in this world and the heresfter, and
is near-datoined to God." (House of Imran 3:45). El-Baydawi sad, in explaning that Quranic
varse, tha the honor in this world is prophethood, and in the hereafter is advocacy. ElRaz
added in his explanaion, that honor is His virtue and purity from faults in the world, and a
wedth of righteousness in the heresfter, or the answering to His supplication in this world, and
the supremacy of His office in the heredfter. In fact, it means His supremancy of prophethood
and advocacy, for He is the prince of prophets and messengers, and the most honorable over
them and the nearest-gationed to God.

In this subject, the New Testament says of the Lord Jesus a His ascension to heaven: "He was

received up into heaven, and sat on the right hand of God." (Mark 16:19). Then the Quran says
"But God raised Him up unto Himsdlf." (The Women 4:158).
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Thirdly: Christ isa Sign Unto Mankind

Isdiah the prophet sad of Christ: "Therefore the Lord Himsdf shdl give you a dgn; Behold, a
virgin shdl conceve, and bear a son, and shdl cdl his name Immanud." (Isaah 7:14). The Lord
Jesus himsdf sad of the mirace of His resurrection: "For as Jonas was a dgn unto the
Ninevites, so shdl dso the Son of man be to this generation.” (Luke 11:30 (KJV).

In the two above verses, Christ was the sgn in Hs incarnation and a sgn in His resurrection. In
echoing the truths of those verses, the Quran sad: "And We shdl gppoint Him as a Sign unto
men and Mercy from Us" (Mary 19:21). Then the Qur'an continued to say: "And We have made
her and her Son a Sign unto mankind." (The Prophets 21:91).

Therefore, and according to the Quran, Chrigt is a Sign because He is supernaturd, no matter
what angle you use to look a Him. He is a Sgn in His birth, a Sign in His message, a Sign in
His life, a Sgn in His death, a Sign in His resurrection, a Sign in His ascendgon to heaven, and a
Sgn in His sacond coming to judge the world.

1 — Christ wasa Sign at His Birth:

Chrig’s birth was miraculous, for He was wonderful, unique, and above dl the levels of
mankind. All men, including dl the prophets were born according to the naturd laws, except for
Chrigt, who was born of a mother that was not touched by a man (Mary 19:20). It was an
archangd who came and told Mary the good tidings of the coming birth of Christ. Consequently,
Mary recaved in hersdf the Word of God and His Spirit that resulted in the birth of the sinless,
pure, and holy Son, while she was il avirgin.

Idam teaches that Chrig's birth was unique, in the sense that He was the only person ever that
was not touched by the devil, a His birth. The prophet of Idam sad, describing the purity and
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the infdlibility of Chrig a His birth: "Satan pokes with his finger the dde of every humen, a
birth, except Jesus, the Son of Mary, when he came to poke him, he poked the curtain." Satan
was not alowed to touch or pollute the person of Chrigt.

All men were born with the factor of a father and a mother, except for Chri who was born in a
miraculous way. He is different than al men because He came from above. John the Baptist said
of Him: "He tha cometh from above is aove dl: He tha cometh from heaven is above dl*
(John 3:31). Chrig has proven, by His virigin birth, that He is supreme above dl the prophets
and those who edablished rdigions. Therefore, anyone who compares Jesus to Moses, David or
Mohammad, makes a big mistake, for the Quran declares that Jesus is different from al humans
because He was born of avirgin, without the factor of a human birth.

2 — Christ wasa Sign in His M essage:

The Qur'an described the message of Chrigt as unique and better than any other by the backing

of the Holy Spirit. The message of Chrigt differs from the messages of dl the prophets and the
messages of al those who established religions, for the message of Chrig is the good tidings of
gregt joy... tidings of the precious sdvation, and tidings of freeing men that are in bondage from
their ans. Chrigt came to give a new life to dl those snners who are dead spiritudly that believe
on Him. Chrigt sad:

"l am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly."
(John 10:10).

"For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost."
(Luke 19:10).

"Verily, verily, | say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath
everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life.
(John 5:24).

That was the unique message of Chrigt that differs totally from other messengers and prophets
messages. He came to save snnas to give abundant, eernd life, and to ddiver men from
everlagting condemnation. It is the message of peace, aspiration, and hope.

3 —Christisa Sign with HisMiracles:

According to the Qur'an, the message of Christ was backed and confirmed by His miracles that
no one ese, neither before Him, nor after Him, could repeat. Some of Christ's miracles were:

a Creating:

The Qur'an tells us that Chrigt, while was on earth, He could create. He was quoted in the
Quran saying: "l have came to you, with a sgn from your Lord, in that | create for you out
of day, as if it were, the figure of a bird" (House of Imran 348 and The Table 5:110).
Credting is the dtribute of God exclusvey, and only God could creste by bresthing into
clay. Bu the Qur'an inssts that Chrigt is the creator who could cregte life by bresthing into
day.
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h Raising the dead, healing the blind and the lepers:

The Quran indgs upon and confirms the miracles of Chrigt, quoting Christ: "And | hed
those that are born blind, and the lepers” (House of Imran 3:49). The Qur'an focused on
Chrigt hedling those who were born blind. 1t dso showed that He heded the mogt frightening
desease in that sodiety, leprosy, which is highly contagious and difficult to hed. It should be
noted that Chrigt was the only one that could heal those who were born blind.

c. Knowing Man's Future and Secrets:

This one atribute is exclusvely God's, but the Quran attributed it to Christ, where it Sated,
as quating Chrigt: "l predict to you wiet ye eat, and what ye store in your houses." (House of
Imran 3:49). Of course, this verse reveds that Chrig could tel man's secrets. Also, Christ
could tel the future, as He prophesed in the Qur'an aout His own death and resurrection,
saying: "Peace is on Me the day | was born, the day | die, and the day | shdl be raised up to
lifeagan." (Mary 19:33).

When someone studies the Qur'an, it becomes clear to the Qur'an student that Mohammad, the
prophet of Idam, had confessed that he was totdly incgpable of performing any miradles, and he
declared that he was a mere human; saying: "And they say, Why are not signs sent down to him
from his Lord? Say, The sgns are indeed with God: and | am indeed a clear warner." (The
Spider 29:50). Then, Mohammad judtified his inability to make mirades by daming that people
did not beieve the mirades awyway, sying: "And We refran from sending the dgns only
because the men of former generations trested them as fadse” (The Journey 17:59). Does not
that Qur'anic verse give the impresson that God gave up? God does not give up, and the men of
old responded splendidly to God's Signs and miracles, as mentioned in the Bible.

If any prophet should have come after Chrigt to cdl on Christ's followers to turn away fom
Chrig and to believe in Mohammad, he should have been able to come with greater miracles
that would supercede Christ's miracles so that he could have convinced the Chridians to
become Mudims. Ingead, Mohammad admitted and acknowledged that he was totdly incgpeble
of performing any miracles.

4 — Christ Wasa Sign in His Perfection and Holiness:

The Qur'an decided that dl the prophets and the messengers had snned againg God, and they
asked for forgiveness. None of them was excluded, except Christ. The Qur'an declared that
Mohammead's sins dmost broke his back, saying: "Have We not expanded thee thy bresst? Have
We not removed from thee thy burden tha did gdl thy back." (The Expandon 94:1-3). The
burden as it is understood by interpreters is the burden of sns and iniquities. Thus, by the text of
this verse, the Quran is admitting that Mohammad had committed sins, and that he needed to
ak for forgiveness and for God's guidance, as it is dso dated in the following verse "Verily We
have granted thee a manifes victory, that God may forgive thee thy faults of the past and those
to follow; and guide thee on the Sraight way." (Victory 48:1-2).

The Qur'an mentioned the prophets, and mentioned that they sinned. However, Chrig done was
excdluded, for He knew no sins, which the Qur'an mentions. He had never needed to repent or to
ak for forgiveness, for He was holy; and the Quran sad of Him: "To grant to thee the gift of a
holy Son." (Mary 19:19). Therefore, Chridt isthe only One that is Sinless and infdlible.
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5—Chistisa Sign in HisResurrection:

The Lord Jesus Chrig, the Prince of Peace, granted pesce to individuds in this world that has
known no peace. He has proven to be the Prince of Peace since the day of His hirth into the
world, confirmed by the events of the day He died, and the day He rose again, as it was recorded
in the Qur'an: "Peace be upon me, the day | was born, the day | die, and the day | will be raised
again dive from the dead” (Mary 19:33). The New Testament tdls us that the resurrection of
Chrig from the dead is His grestest sgn. "For as Jonas was a dgn unto the Ninevites, so shdl
aso the Son of man beto thisgeneration.” (Luke 11:30).

Chrigt's resurrection is consgdered as the sed for the trueness and authenticity of His message, as
Paul the apostle spoke of the person of Chrigt in the flesh, saying: "And declared to be the Son
of God with power, according to the spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead: By
whom we have received grace and godtleship, for obedience to the faith among dl naions for
hisname." (Romans 1.4-5).

Also, the resurrection of Chrig is the bass for our judificaion. The Bible says "Who was
delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our judification.” (Romans 4:25). Thus the
resurrection of Christ has become the cause of our Hope to be resurrected and to live with Christ
for ever as He promised, saying: "Because | live, ye shdl live dso." (John 14:19).

6 — Christ isa Sign in His Ascension to Heaven:

The Quran tedifies tha as Jesus came into this world in a miraculous, unique way, He dso
departed from this world in a miraculous, unique way. The ascenson of Chrig, dive, to heaven,
has been an unpardled event in dl the higory of mankind. The ascenson of Chrigt dive to
heaven is a funadamentd teaching of the Qur'an. The Mudims bdieve that Chrig was dive
when He went to heaven, and He is dill dive with God. The Quran says. "Behold, God sad, O
Jesus, | will cause thee to die, and | will raise thee to Mysdf." (House of Imran 3:55). Then the
Qur'an indgts, saying: "But God did raise Him to Himsdf." (The Women 4:158).

Therefore, the ascendon of Chrig to heaven, after His death and resurrection, is a digtinctive
atribute that the person of Christ enjoyed exclusvely. No human has ever had such a previlege.
Whether some Mudim believe that Jesus died or not, the fact remans the same, tha He
ascended to heaven dive. And those who ingst that Jesus did not die, let them know that the
ascenson of Chrigt to heaven was without the Prince of Death being able to extend his authority
over Chrid, yet, the ascenson of Chrig to heaven dive is the mogt wonderful and the greatest
miraculous event that can happen to a person. Has the Qur'an tedtified to any other prophet or
any human, other than Christ, conquoring degeth? Only Chrigt did. But as for Mohammed, the
Quran clearly spesks of his degth, saying: "Mohammad is no more than a messenger, many
were the messengers that passed away before him. If he died or were dain, will ye then turn
back on your heds?' (House of Imran 3:144). As for the degtiny of Mohammad, the Qur'an
spoke of it as though there was no assurance, saying: "That thy Lord may raise thee to a praised
office” (The Journey 17:79). While the Quran gave only a posshility for Mohammad to go to
heaven, it ingsted strongly, three times, that Jesus was ascended to heaven dive.

7 — Christ, the Sign on Judgment Day:
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The Qur'an attributes to Christ a unique role a the end of the world, on Judgment Day, saying:
"And (Jesus) shdl be a Sign (for the coming of) the Hour (of Judgment).” (Zukhruf 43:61). In
this Quranic verse, the word "the hour" means, as the Qur'an trandators put it, the hour of
judgment. This Quranic verse is tdling us that the second coming of Chrigt is a sign of the sure
coming of the les day, and that it is a condition for the coming of the Day of Judgment.
Moreover, the role that Chrigt will have on that day is a diginctive previlege that no prophet or
messenger will have. Therefore, Christ's second coming will be a sgn for the Judgment Day. If
we wonder who, other than Chrigt, has such a privilege, the answer is clear: no one e<e.

The Qur'an dso tedtifies that Chrigt is honored in this world ad in the heresfter. This honor, as
it is explaned by Mudim scholars, is the ability to be an advocate for the people Therefore,
Chrig will be, on the Judgment day, the Judge and the advocae. It is dear in the Quran that
advocacy is the office of Chrig done. Even Mohammad was denied such a privilege, as it was
recorded in the Quran, saying: "Whether thou ask for their fogiveness or not, if thou ask
sventy times, God will not forgive them.” (Repentence 9:80). In the above-dtated verse, the
Qur'an dearly dates tha God rgected the advocacy of Mohammad in the end of times, as it is
daed in the Surah the Crowds, saying: "Is, then, one againg whom the decree of punishment is
jusly due. Wouldgt thou then ddiver one who is in fire?" (The Crowds 39:19). On the cther
hand, the Quran says of Chris: "O Mary, God giveth thee glad tidings of a Word from Him, His
name will be Chrig Jesus, the Son of Mary, hed in honor, in this world and the hereafter and of
those who ae nearest to God." (House of Imran 345). As mentioned above, that the
commentators of the Quran have unanimoudy agreed that honor means the ability to be an
advocate on Judgment Day. The Qur'an gave that office exclusvely to Chrigt.

Chapter Three

Vey Important Questions

In this chapter, | shdl answer some very important questions, among which are:
1 AretheTorah and the Gospe God's books? Was there any dteration of the Bible?
2 What doesit mean, that Chrigt is the Son of God?
3 Isthe Crossaredity or amyth?

4. 1sGod onea three?

IstheBible Altered?

Some people, induding our Mudim friends, think that the Bible the Old and the New
Testaments, was dtered, and that human hands have corrupted it. They beieve that the Bible
that is in our hands today, is different than the Bible that was written by the prophets and the

31 From Darkness Into Light



goodles, and it is different than the Bible that exised in the days of Mohammad. | used to think
much about this subject before | became Chrigian. By God's grace, | arived a a sure answver to
this important question. And | pray that the Lord would open the eyes of everyone who believes
that the Bible has been tampered with and changed, that they may know the truth and see the
light of God.

The Holy Scriptures tedtify that God is the One that ingpired His Word and that He is the Guard
and the protector thereof. Here are some verses from the Holy Scriptures:

"The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but the word of our God shall stand for ever."
(Isaiah 40:8).

"Then said the Lord unto me, Thou hast wel seen: for | will hasten my word to perform it."
(Jeremiah 1:12).

"Y e shal not add unto the word which I command you, neither shall ye diminish ought from it,
that ye may keep the commandments of the Lord your God which | command you."
(Deut. 4:2).

The the Qur'an came to confirm this very essential truth, to say:

"It is We who revealed the Torah to Moses. therein was guidance and light. But its standards
have been judged the Jews, by the prophets who bowed to God's will, by the Rabbis and the
doctors of law: for to them was entrusted the protection of God's Book, and they were witnesses
thereto... And in their footsteps We sent Jesus the Son of Mary confirming the Torah that had
come before Him: We sent Him the Gospel: therein was guidance and light, ard confirmation of
the Torah that had come before Him, a guidance and admonishing to those who fear God.

To thee We sent the Scripture in truth, confirming the scripture that came before it; and guarding
it in safety: so judge between them by what God hath revealed.." (The Table 5:44-48).

In the above quoted Qur'anic verses, the reader finds a drong tesimony for the authenticity of
the Bible, ii both its parts, the New and the Old Testaments. Also, in those verses, there was a
commandment to the prophet of Idam to judge that which was sent down, and then Mohammed
was encouraged to guard the Torah and the Gospel.

Could there be ateration of the Bible? Let us read what the Qur'an says.

"And in their footsteps, We sent Jesus the Son of Mary, confirming the Torah that had come
before Him, We sent Him theGospel: therein was guidance and light and confirmation of the
Torah that had come before Him: a guidance and an admonition to those who fear God...
Say, O people of the Book, ye have no ground to stand upon unless ye stand fast by Torah, and
the Gospel, and al the revelation that has come to you from your Lord."

(The Table 5:46 & 68).

In the above daed verses, the Qur'an admonishes the people of the Book to uphold the precepts
of the Old and the New Testaments, as it existed at the time the Qur'an was written. The Qur'an
commands dl the bdievers induding the Mudims, to bdieve the Bible Such verses are nothing
less than an acknowledgement and a confession in favor of the authenticity and accurecy of the
Bible that isfree of the pallution of dtertion and change.
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The Qur'an went on to say: "And before thee dso the apostles We sent were but men, to whom
We granted inspiration; if ye redize this not, ak of those who possess the Message (Chridtians
and Jews)." (the Bee 16:43). In this verse, there is a strong command to Mohammad and to the
Mudims to ask the Chrigians and the Jews about any difficult issue tha confronts them in
underdanding the Qur'an or the Bible Could it be possble that the Qur'an would command
Mohammad and the Mudims to ask the people of the Book, if their Book has been tampered
with and changed?

The Qur'an has recorded many verses in its text, that contain promises from God Himsdf that no
one would be e to pollute God' s Word by changing it, saying:

"We have, without doubt, sent down the Remembrance (the Bible), and We will assuredly guard
it."
(EHHijr 15:9).

"Thereis none that can alter the Words of God."
(The Cattle 6:34).

"But no change wilt thou find in God's law."
(Creation 35:43).

“None can change His Word."
(The Cattle 6:115).

The Lord Jesus Chrigt promised that the Word of God cannot be changed. He said in the sermon
on the mount: "For verily | say unto you, till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle gl in
no wise pass from the law, till dl be fulfilled" (Mathew 5:18). Then Christ said: "Heaven and
eath shdl pass away, but my words shdl not pass avay." (Mathew 24:35). After dl this proof
and drong evidence, would it gill be possble for the Bible to be dtered? God inspired it, and
Heis dble to guard it and keep it sofe.

| dso would like to point out to the following important issues,

Firdly, there could not have been any dteration or change to the Torah (the Old Testament)
before the coming of Jesus Chrigt; otherwise, Chrig would not have required of His followers to
read the Old Testament that testifies of Him. It would have been impossible for Chrigt to ask His
followers to read an dtered or a changed Book. There could not have been any change in the
Bible &ter the coming of Chrig, because His disciples would have tedified agang any
dteration or change, and they would have ressted it. It would have been easy to uncover any
dteration by compaing the dtered copy with the copies they had of the true origind. The
Qur'an tedtified, seven hundred years after Chrigt, that the Torah (Old Testament) is inspired by
God; therefore, there was no dteraion or change in it. Any person that makes such a charge is
in redity, stabbing the authenticity of the ingpiration of the gpodtles and the prophets, and he is
atributing weskness and negligence to God, in kesping His Word.

Secondly, the Gospel (the New Testament) could not have been dtered or changed. But if it
were atered, when did tha dteration or change take place? Was the dteration before the
coming of the Qur'an or after the coming of the Qur'an? If someone says that the dteration came
before the Qur'an, such a clam would be a direct stabbing into the Qur'an itsdf, & it tedtifies to
the authenticity of the Gospd (the New Testament), saying:
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"If thou Wert in doubt as for what We have revealed unto thee, then ask those who have been
reading the Book before thee" (Jonah 10:94).

When any person makes an accusation that the Gospe was dtered before the coming of the
Qur'an, such an accusation is a direct ab a many of the Quranic verses that clearly tedtify in
favor of the authenticity of the New Testament ingpiration.

However, if someone made the clam that the dteration of the the New Testament took place
after the Qur'an, such a clam should not be accepted by the Mudims, because it is accusing the
Mudims of not carying on ther respongbility of guarding the Gospd, as the Quran says,
expecting the Mudims to obey: "To thee We sent the scripture in truth, confirming the scripture
that came before it, and guading it in safety.” (The Table 5:48). When ‘guarding it means
protecting it; therefore, when a Mudim says that the Gospd has been changed, he then is
charging that the guard hes faled in meeting the responshbility lad upon him. In thet case the
Mudims should have kept a true, origind copy of the Torah and the Gospel before they were
dtered, because guarding necessitates the existence of the guarded.

Thirdly, it is impossble that any dteration or change could have happened to the Bible (Torah
and Gogpd), because dl the new geologicd discoveries have uncovered over thirteen thousand
pieces of manuscripts that agree with the Gospel (the New Testament) text that we have today in
our hands. Further, there are many parts from the New Testament that were quoted by the early
Chrigian fathers in their writings. Also, the Textus Vaticanus, that was written 328 AD; and the
textus Sinaticus that was written in 350 AD; and the Syrian text that was written in the fourth
century after Chrigt, are available with thousands of other manuscripts of the Bible, with dl the
trandaions that exigt, to the readers to read and to compare. All this proof is clear evidence that
the Bible that is in our hands is the ingoired Word of God, about which Paul the apodie said:
"All scripture is given by inspiraion of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for
correction, for indruction in righteousness That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly
furnished unto dl good works" (2 Tim. 3:16-17).

What Does it Mean:
Christ, the Son of God

Mogt Mudims are unware of the red meaning of Chrig's title: the Son of God. They beieve that
such a tem is a blagphemy and sacrilege. They surdy interpret that term inacurately, for they
imagined that God got married to a woman and begat a son from her. Far from it, that God
would do anything like that. Because of the importance of this issue, it becomes necessary to
carify.

When the Chridians say that Chrigt is the Son of God, they intend, with such a term, a different
concept  than the concept the Mudims have about sonship. The concept of sonship in the
Chridian underganding differs from the sonship of the secular concept. It is far from it that the
Holy, All-knowing and Almighty God does what a human would do. Man is an earthly, limited
cregture, and God is eternd. Furthermore, the Bible describes the Almighty God as a Spirit, not
a body, saying: "God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in
truth.” (John 4:24). It is readily conduded from this verse that God is not a maerid beng;
consequently, God does not get married, nor does He need to get married, nor does He beget
children. Such is the Chrigian doctrine. Therefore, he is in eror, whoever believes that the
sonship of Chrig to God is a carnd human-like relation, because God was not born, and He does
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not beget. The Chrigians do not bdieve that Chris is a cand son, produced in the naturd,
human, sexud way; God does not get maried to beget children. Chrig is the Son of God in the
purey spiritua sense.

Chrig came to this world to fulfil the purpose of God in spreading the message of love, peace
and the redemption of humanity from the curse of gn. Chrig was miraculoudy conceived in

Mary, by the Holy Spirit, and was born of a pure virgin, because He is God's Most Holy One.
This Smply means that Chrigt is supreme to every human and above dl the prophets, "Thet
which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is soirit.” (John 3:6).
Therefore, Chrigt is God's Most Holy, the incarnate Word of God, and of His Spirit.

Why Was Christ Called
The Son of God

It was not the Chrigtians who cdled Chrigt the Son of God, but rather it was the Almighty God
Himsdf who gave Him this unique title. We can prove this with the Word of God. As long as we
beieve that God is Almighty, and we bdieve His promises then we trus His Word tha is
recorded in the Bible.

The Bible tdls us that when Chrig went down in the Jordan to get baptized, the heavens were
opened, and a voice came from heaven, saying: "This is my bdoved Son, in whom | am wel
pleased.” (Mathew 3:17). This voice that was heard was the voice of the Almighty God who is
Omnipotent, and He is the One that assured the hearers that Christ is His Son. The Bible tdlls us
that the title of "the Son of God" was given to Christ even before He was born into this world,
by Gabrid, as he made the announcement to Christ’s mother Mary:

"And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found favour with God.

And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name
Jesus. He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest... Then said Mary unto the
angel, How shall this be, seeing | know not aman? And the angel answered and said unto her,

The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee:
therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God"
(Luke 1:30-35).

Therefore, the sonship of Chrigt to God is spiritud, not carnd nor materid.

Was Christ Really Crucified?

Mog Mudims find great difficulty in understanding the necessty for the crucifixion. Therefore,
many of them ask, “How could the redity of Chrigt's death on the cross be in harmony with the
redity of God permitting one of His prophets to die such a heineous desth. How could God
dlow such athing to happen to one of His men?’

This subject has preocupied my mind, as a Mudim, but God the omnipotent enlightened my

gyes, and | have experienced the power of the Cross in my life, so | would like to make this
subject clear.
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The Qur'an attributes titles and honors to Chrig that puts Him on a totdly separate leve above
dl humans. When we compare Christ’'s digdtinctives that are mentioned in the Qur'an and the
diginguished characters of the prophets that the Quran mentioned, it becomes clear that the
difference is enormous. The Qur'an gives Chrig digtinctives that it does not give to any other,
such as being a d9gn in His birth and His youth. The Quran says. "Nay, | am only a messenger
from thy Lord, to announce to thee the gift of a holy Son. She sad, So it will be. Thy Lord saith,
That is easy for Me, and We gppoint Him as a sign unto mankind and as a Mercy from Us. It isa
matter so decreed.” (Mary 19:19-21). The Qur'an tells us that Christ was a Sign in His life "And
We gave Jesus, the son of Mary, clear Sgns and strengthened Him with the Holy Spirit." (The
Cow 2:87). He was a dgn in His death and ascension: "Behold, God sad, O Jesus, | will cause
thee to die, and | will raise thee to Mysdf." (House of Imran 3:55). Also, He was a Sign on
Judgment Day: "Behald, the angels sad, O May! God giveth thee glad tidings of a Word form
Him, His name will be Chrig Jesus, the son of May, hdd in honor in this world and the
hereafter and of the near-sationed to God." (House of Imran 3:45). He was a Sign in His person
as Jesus the Son of Mary: "And He hath made me blessed wheresoever | be” (Mary 19:31); "O
Mary, God hath chosen thee and purified thee — chosen thee aove the women of dl naions”
(House of Imran 3:42). "He is the Word of Truth @bout whom they vanly dispute” (May
19:34). He is the Holy Son from His birth (Mary 19:19). He is Jesus the Son of Mary, God's
Word and His Spirit: "Christ Jesus the son of Mary was a messenger of God, and His Word,
which is bestowed on Mary and a Spirit from Him." (The Women 4:171). Based on what was
conveyed in these Quranic verses, and in light of God's Word thet is reveded in the Bible, we
canot condder Chrigt as one of the prophets as our Mudim friends imagine, but He is the
Word of God and His Spirit. The Gospd says. "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word
was with God, and the Word was God... And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us,
and we behdd his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth."
(John 1:1&14).

In addition to dl the descriptions that came in the Surah of the Women 4:171, the term "His
Word" does not mean a command from God, as some Mudim scholars misunderstand it, but the
Word of God is Chrigt Jesus, who was the Son of Mary, the Messerger of God, His Word, as
He is of His Spirit. All these descriptions explain each other and complete each other. The
following verse makes the maiters clerer as it says "Behold, the anges sad, O Mary, God
giveth thee glad tidings of a Word from Him: Hs name will be Christ Jesus, the Son of Mary."
(House of Imran 3:45).

Therefore, the Word of God is a red person whose name is Christ Jesus, not just an utterance or
a mere command from God. Chrig is the Word of God, and He is the Word which is the
character that stands in the very sdf of God. He is of the Spirit of God because He emanated
from the sdf of God, and there is no difference between God and His Spirit. The reationship
here is a relationship of a source not of an addition. The Spirit that raises the dead and the hearts
of men, caries in His work the very evidence of Himsdf. In the Quran's definition of Chrigt,
Chrig is God sent Messiah, God's Word, and God's Spirit. Such a definition describes a persona
rlationship between Chrig and God the Father that supercedes humans and dl prophets and
messengers, without any exception.

Christ's Death on the Cross

Judaism, Chridianity and Idam declare that God creasted man in the dae of innocence (Ecd.
7:29), and that He crested him in His own image after His own likeness (Geness 1:26).
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Therefore, man was cregted in the image of the Almighty, after His likeness and glory (1Cor.
13:6). In the Surah of the Fig, the Quran says "We have in deed crested man in the best of
moulds™ (The Fig 95:4). The intention of the Creator was to kegp man in incorruption, but man
was influened by his pride to bresk the divine commandment: "Thus did Adam disobey His
Lord, and dlow himsdf to be seduced" (TaHa 20:121). Consequently, Adam snned, and he fell
under the judgment of God that ascertained that the soul that sinned mugt die (Ezekid 18:20).
Adam's sin was reported in the Torah, the Book of Gends, chapter 3; and it was aso reported in
the New Testament, the epistle of Saint Paul to the Romans 5:14 & 19; and 1 Corinthians 15:22.
Then, the Qur'an reported the news of Adam's and Eves sn in the Surah of the Cow 2:35-37,
and Surah of Al-Aaraf 7:11-26, and the Surah of TaHa 20:115-123).

The Word of God tdls us that if men refuse to keep God in their knowledge, they fdl in the Sn
of disobedience, as ther firsd two parents, Adam and Eve, did, and desarve the sentence of
desth. It was possble for the created humans to avoid corruption and to live in purity and day in
the knowledge of God. God was na sdisfied to creste us out of nothing, and to give us the
breeth of life, but He gave us the posshility of life in a rdationship with Him. But man turned
away from living with God, and responded to Satan's seduction; and man became the cause of
his own corruption. Thus dl humans have gone astray and became corrupt; no one does good
(PsAimsl4:14). All have snned, without exception, with no difference between regular humans
and the prophets and the messengers who carried God's inspiraion and reveaion to mankind.
This very serious subject was recorded in dl the books of dl the main reigions. The prophets
did not hedtate to mention their own persond sins, to explain to mankind ther need for a Savior
that God promised Adam in the Garden, who would come to bruise the head of satan who forced
humansinto his bondage.

If we study the Qur'an in depth, we find that it exposes the sins of the prophets. In the Surah of
Al-Aaraf 7:23, we read about the sn of Adam; in the Surah of Noah 71:21-28 the sn of Noah is
exposed; in the Surah of the Cattle 6. 77 and of the Cow 2:260, and of Safat 37:87-88, we reed
about he sn of Abraham; in the Surah of the Stories 28:15-21, the Sn of Maoses is reported; in
the Surah of Sad 38:21-26, David's Sn was recorded; in Surah of Sad 38:34-35, Solomon's gn is
reported. However, was it befitting for God to leave man in his wickedness which would lead
him to eterna destruction, even though He created him in His own image?

The Quran decides that man is incapable of redeeming himsdf, and that he cannot ddiver
himsdf from the torment of hdl, saying: "As to those who rgect fath — everything on earth, and
twice repegted, to give as ransom for the pendty of the Day of Judgment, it would never be
accepted of them. Theirs would be a grievous pendty.” (The Table 5:36). "Though they will be
put in Sght of each other — the snner's desire will be Would thet he could redeem himsdf from
the pendty of tha Day by sacrificing his children, his wife and his brother, his kindred who
shdtered him, and dl, dl that is on eath — 0 it could ddiver him? By no means, for it would be
thefire of hel." (Al-Mdarg 70:11-16).

Could the wonderful love of God endure the sight of corruption erasing the image of God from
mankind? Woud God be pleased by the destruction of adl mankind whom He created in the best
fashion? If God left mankind to that miserable fate, would that not be consdered negligence on
God's pat? Does ignorance befit the maesty of the Holy God? Far from it. Wasn't it God who
sad "Say unto them, As | live, sath the Lord God, | have no plessure in the desth of the
wicked; but that the wicked turn from his way and live: turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways, for
why will yedie O house of Isad?" (Ezekid 33:11).
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Because of His great love, God's will was to save man, but how? Could it be by repentence?
Repentence cannot take away man's punishment because it is unable to satisfy the requirements
of divine justice. Even if man could achieve sincere repentence, it would only help the repentent
to cease to commit new dns but it canot wipe out the old sins nor ther effects nor the
judgment of God on dl those dns. Here, we wonder once again, what could God, the Mogt
Merciful, the Most Compassionate, possibly do?

Gods desres to judify man, o that maen, this corrupt being, can enjoy incorruption, a the very
time, satidfies the requirements of divine justice. This, of course, agrees with the plan of God for
redemption. Chrigt, the Word of God, who was in the beginning with God, possesses a unique
nature. He done could change and renew man's corrupt nature. For this reason, the Lord Jesus
Chrig, "Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equd with God: But mede
himsdf of no reputation, and ok upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness
of men: And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himsdf, and became obedient unto
degth, even the degth of the cross™” (Phillipians 2:6-8). In order to endure the pendty of man's
condemnation, on behdf of snful mankind, Chrigt found it necessary to teke on Himsdf the
nature of man, and come to our world: "And the Word was made flesh, and dwedt among us, and
we behdd his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Feather, full of grace and truth." John
1:14).

The principle of the atonement is a law that is engraved in man's nature and stamped in his heart
and in his constience. In mog rdigions, men believe that a subditutionary sacrifice that they
offer for themsdves would atone for their sins and give them forgiveness. The Qur'an says. "To
thee have We granted the fount of abundance therefore, to thy Lord turn in prayer and day (a
sacrifice).” (Abundance 108:1-2). Imam ElBaydawi sad in explaning those two verses "the
daying of the sacrifice on the day of the fees" In Bukhari's book Al-Sahih, volume I, he
wrote: "The prophet of Idam sad, The firgt thing we do today is to pray, then we come back to
day (a sacrifice). Whoever does that, he fulfils our law. Whoever days (a sacrifice), it is sad
that he offers the flesh for his family, without any doubt.” Abu Barada Ben Niyyar sad, “1 have
a smdl lamb.” Mohammad answered, “Slay it, but you cannot aone for anybody other than
yoursdlf" The Qur'an dso sad on this subject: "God will not cdl you to account for what is
futile in your oahs, but He will cal you to account for your ddiberate oaths For aonement,
feed ten indigent persons...that is the atonement of your faith.." (The Table 5:89).

Also, Idam requires conditions for the wholesomeness of the sacrifice, thet it should be without
blemish. Such conditions were in agreement with the reguirements imposed upon the sacrifices
in the Torah. The sacrifices required by the Torah Law were to be without blemish, because they
were a symbol of Christ the Redeemer, who was perfect, without blemish, and who atoned for
the sins of the world. The prophet of Idam dso tedtified to the perfection of Chrigt, when he was
quoted by Al-Bukhari, in His Sahih, saying: "Every human, a birth, is touched by the devil, that
is why he cries; except for Mary and Jesus”" Mohammad, the prophet of Idam used to say, every
time he offered a sacrifice "O God, | am daying this on behdf of my people, and of dl those
who testify of your oneness, and of my misson. O God, this is on behdf of Mohammad and his
family." Every Mudim who goes to pray on the day of the Feast of the Sacrifice (AFAd ha),
should repeat words such as "O my God, make this sacrifice an atonement for my sins, and
purify me and keep evil away from me."

However, it is obvious tha animd sacrifices as such, are not sufficent to save man from his
sns, othewise, why does not he offer it repeatedly every day and every year? Because of the
insufficiency of the animd sacrifices, it became necessary for someone perfect, blandess, and
gnless, whose degth would be sufficient and accepted, to lift the pendty from the snful man
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who is condemned to death in the fire of hel. Such subditutionary desth would become the
cause of saving man's soul and of ddivering him from Satan's bondage, by bruisng the head of
the devil, as God promised Adam. Here are some conditions that should be met in the expected
Redeemer:

1 The Redeemer should be above the power of Sn and not defiled by it. If He was affected
by sn and died, His desth cannot be for the redemption of the world. His deeth would be
a pendty for his own sns. As the Bible says "None of them can by any means redeem
his brother, nor give to God aransom for him." (Psams49:7).

2 The Redeemer should be more powerful than Satan who has put the world in his
bondage, for the captive cannot free another captive. And the dave cannot free another
dave

3 The Redeemer should be able to do what men fail to do.
4. The Redeemer should have authority and power over the flesh and the pirit.
5 The Redeemer should be able to bring together God and man.

6. The Redeemer should be made human, snless and blameless, not condemned as a snner.
The judgment of desth was issued agang man: this dtuaion necesstaies that an
innocent man, as a subdtitution, should die in the gead of the guilty one, agang whom
the judgment was issued.

7. The Redeemer should die voluntarily, by His own will.

8. The Redeemer, ater He dies, should arise from the deed, and live, conquering desth;
otherwise, how would he be able to give life to the dead?

All the above gated conditions cannot by any means be avalable in animd sacrifices because of
their weaknesses. Nether can those conditions be met in any man, “fa al have snned and come
ghort of the glory of God.” Angds are out of the question because they ae not humans
However, dl these conditions were available and present soley in the person of Chrig.

It is cetain Chrigt, the Word of God, was preparing Himsdf, from the beginning, to come in the
flesh. God was whigpering the words of ingpiration into the ears of His prophets, in the Old
Testament, declaing to them the mystery of man's redemption. The prophecy declared:
"Therefore the Lord himsdf shal give you a sgn; Behold, a virgin shdl concelve, and bear a
son, and shdl cdl his name Immanud.” (Issiah 7:14). The Word of God tels later that the
prophecy was fulfilled, saying: "But when the fullness of the time was come, God sent forth his
Son, made of a woman, made under the law, To redeem them that were under the law, that we
might receive the adoption of sons" (Gaatians 4:4-5). This means tha we might receve
forgiveness of our Snsand eterna salvation.

The glad tidings of the Gospd of redemption tels us that dl men were under condemnation and
deeth, but Chridt, the Word of God, volunteered by teking on Himsdf a human body that could
die, so that He could accept the sentence of death in the stead of mankind, to take away the
condemnation that had been issued agangt whosoever bdieves in Him. When Chris completed
the work of redemption, the judgment of death was lifted from al those who accepted His
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redemptive work. Thus, by being supreme, aove dl, and without sn, He could saisy the
requirements of the divine justice.

Someone may ask, “Why should the death of the Redeemer be accomplished on the cross? Why
not other types of death?” The anwer lies in the fact that God planned it that way, because He
Himsdf could redeem us. There was no other way, where the righteous becomes a curse for our
sake, for it is written “cursed is he who hangeth on a cross’. If Christ had come to judify us
from the sn that the Law has locked us in under its power, He had to become sn for us by
hanging on the cross.

By His deeth on the cross, Chrigt carried the sins of dl mankind. By His death, He has ended the
enmity between man and God, and He has made it possible for us to be reconciled to God. All of
these things were made possible by His atonement on the cross.

As the Gospe teaches us about the love of God, we find that the work of the cross agrees
completdly with the mercy and the compasson with which God is aitributed. We conclude from
what we were dlowed to know, that God the Creator had panned a precious sdvaion by the
incarndion of Chrig, in the fashion of a snless man, to pay the price of the sns of mankind. By
His death, He opened the gates of heaven to every snner who beieves, and He reconciled God
with man. The cross is necessary for finding the solution to the problem of Sn that spails in the
life of men who are condemned to eternd degth. The cross is the red headlines of the unlimited
love of God. Whosoever experiences the power of the cross will have his sns forgiven, and he
will have everlaging life. Congratulations should be presented to whosoever experiences the
work of the cross as a means to come into the presence of God to receive His blessing. There is
no other way to change the life of a Snful man except by the way of Christ's blood that was shed
on the cross to cleanse the Snner's heart and to make him a new crestion.

|sGod Oneor Three?

Our Mudim friends ask this important question: Do the Chrigians worship one God or three
Gods?

In answering this important question, let me geat draight to the point: "The Chrigians beieve
that God is One and has no partners” He is unlimited, fills the heavens and the earth, Creator of
evaything, Eternd, without beginning and without end; His dominion is endless The Lord
Jesus Chrigt said that the firgt and the mogt important commandment was. "The Lord our God is
one Lord: And thou shdt love the Lord thy God with dl thy heart, and with dl thy soul, and
with dl thy mind, and with dl thy drength: this is the firda commandment.” (Mark 12:29-30).
Furthermore, the Chrigian Statement of Fath begins by the phrase that says "We bdieve in
One God.." Then, the Apodle of Chridianity, John, made the following statement: "For there are
three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these three are
one." ( John 5:7). Also, the Oneness of God becomes clear as the Lord Jesus Christ commands
His disciples, saying: "Go ye therefore, and teach dl nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghogt: Teaching them to observe dl things whatsoever |
have commanded you: and, lo, | am with you dway, even unto the end of the world. Amen."
(Matthew 28:19-20).

The Chrigians bdieve that God exists in Himsdf, that which is cdled, God the Father. It would
be impossble for the Almighty God who crested everything to be without sdf-existence. When
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the tem 'Father' is used, it does not mean genetic birthgiving, but rather the gpiritud
fatherhood, where the Son emanated from the Father. This God that exists in Himsdf, and is
cdled the Son, or the Word, is the very expresson of God. For it will be impossble for the
Creator, who created a human that speaks, not to be able to express Himsdf with the Word.
Giving the title of the Word of God to Chrigt was taken from the Greek work "logos' that means
word and is used in respect to the mind. Out of logos is derived the word logic. This is an
indication of how inteligent and orderly was this credtion that was crested by the Logos, the
Word. The Chridians bdieve that God is dive by His Spirit, that what the Chrisians cdl the
Holy Spirit; because it is impossble for God, who created dl living things to be without life.
And God is One Spirit.

Therefore, God is one, exids, utters by His Word, and lives by His Spirit. The Chridians bdieve
that the Father, the Word, and the Spirit are equa in essence and inseparable. The Bible, in both
Testaments, clearly spesks of the deity of God as pervasve, and complete, and that the deity of
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit is One. The New Testament refers to the Father as God,
to the Son as God, and to the Holy Spirit as God.

Theologians have agreed to use the word "Triune God"' to refer to God. Even though esch
Person of the Triune God differs from the other and perform a different work, they are one in
essence. There is not one piece of truth that is Smple. To use a Smple example, a sone that may
seem as one piece, is in fact composed of millions of a@oms. A piece of wood that seems lying
there quietly, within it, indeed, a congant mation that never dops If this exigds in our maerid
world, how about the spiritud world?

It is difficult for our limited mind to comprehend the unlimited. It is not easy or the cregted to
fully undergand the Cregtor, had it not been for His love that He demondrated to us in the Holy

Bible

Why Did | Believein Christ?
Why Did | Becomea Christian?

Herein, | will mention the basc reasons for teking Chridianity as a way of life and for
abandoning my former faith.

1. | became a Chridian because | found it the solution to the problems that confronted
my mind, such as
- Why does the righteous usually have a hard life, while the wicked enjoys a
life of luxury?
- Why do innocent childen suffer when they did not know neither the good nor
the evil?

Hundreds of questions came to my mind. | found an answer that gave rest to my heart, and
convinced me of Chridianity. Chrigianity showed me the righteous Chrig arrested and bound,
while the wicked, because of whom He was bound, were enjoying and abusing their freedom. It
showed me Chrig crucified panfully, while the guilty ones for whom He died, were enjoying
life and growing wedthier. Therefore, 1 could comprehend thet the pain of the bdiever is only
the shadow of the cross that was reflected on him from the top of the hill of Golgotha
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2. | became Chrigian, because it is not the fabrication of a human. If it were fabricated

by a human, its requirement would have been within human reach. But Chrigtianity demands the
humanly impossble

- It isessy for ahuman to do good to someone who does good to him.
- Butitisdifficult for usto do good to someone who does evil to us.

- It is easy to reward good for good
- But it is supernaturd to reward good for evil.

If Chridianity could not present the humanly impossible, it would have been impossble for it to
be the red message of God. However, in Chridtianity, a man is given a new nature, as it is
written: "Therefore if any man be in Chrid, he is a new cregture: old things are passed away;
behold, dl things are become new.” ( Cor. 5:17).
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3 - | became a Chrigtian, because | found in Christ the power to be tiumphant over my sins. |
have found in the cross of Chrig forgiveness for my sins and in the Spirit of Chrigt, | find,
every day, a new continued power to have the victory over my mora wesknesses. Chrigt
sad: "l am the breed of life he that cometh to me shdl never hunger; and he that believeth
on me shdl never third." (John 6:35).

4 — | became a Chidian, because | found my red sdf. As for my snful soul, | have buried it
in its tomb that | found in Chridianity. Chrig sad: "For whosoever will save his life shal
lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for my sake shdl find it" (Mathew 16:25). The
closer | get to Chrid, the greater the freedom of my soul, and the eader it gets to overcome
the attractions of satan's bondage. Moreover, the closer | get to Chridt, | find that my odif
being crucified with Chrigt, so | could say with Paul the gposle "I am crucified with Chrigt:
neverthedess | live yet not | (not the wicked sdf), but Chrigt liveth in me: and the life which
| now live in the flesh | live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himsdf
forme" (Gaatians 2:20).

5 - | became a Chrigian because | could see God in Chrigtianity. When | heard God taking
to Adam, and | heard Him taking to Maoses in the bush, | thought it was Him, because He
was in the cdoud. But when | heard Christ, | said that is the voice of God, and when | saw
Him, | could say, | have seen the Father (John 14:9), and that was enough for me. This is
what Chrig meant when He sad to Philip: "Philip saith unto him, Lord, shew us the Feather,
and it sufficeth us Jesus sdth unto him, Have | been o long time with you, and yet hast
thou not known me, Philip? He that hath seen me hath seen the Father; and how sayest thou
then, Shew us the Father?' (John 14:9).

6 — | became a Christian because Chridianity is not the fabrication of human passon. For the
human passon attempts, every time it fals to fabricate something that would agree with its
abilities and its needs. Thus the fabrication is the result of human naturés need. However,
Chrigianity was not a human fbrication because it is on the opposng sSde to human naure.
Natural passon needs joy and an easy life, Christ says "Then sad Jesus unto his disciples, If
any man will come ater me, let him deny himsdf, and take up his cross, and follow me"
(Matthew 16:24). Human passon says, | desre power, influence and greainess, but Christ
sys "And whosoever will be chief among you, let him be your servant.” (Maithew 20:27).
Chrig did not offer His followers a crown of greatness, but ingdeed, He offered a aoss. He
did not promise them the joys of life, but rather pain and persecutions.
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7 — | became a Chrisian because | could see that Chridtianity gave the best portrait of
humanity. | used to look at life, through my former rdigion, and see that it was very dak,
cdosd in on itsdf. However, dter my fath in Chrig the Savior, my outlook on life was
radicaly changed, and | see things bright with certainty and openness. | used to look at those
who are neglected in this world, and | saw them as a mass of nothing, dumped on the sde of
life's road; but snce | came to Chrig, | have tried to touch those men with the hand of Christ
S0 that they can experience the resurrection from their nothingness.

8 — | became a Chrigian because | found in Chridianity the grestes example of love and
sacrifice, made clear by the cross of Cavary. Chrigt loved even unto death, shedding His
own precious blood in our stead, when we were yet sinners, condemned to hdl. He endured
the sufferings of the pendty for us, so that we can have the victory in the eternd life that He
gave us "But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet snners, Christ
died for us" (Romans 5:8).

9 — | became a Chrigian, because | have found in Chridianity, grest principles, high
gandards, and divine vdues that | could not find in another rdigion. | found forgiveness in
its highest forms. "But | say unto you, That ye resst not evil: but whosoever shdl smite thee
on thy right chesk, tun to him the cother dso." (Mathew 5:39). Studying this verse in depth,
it becomes clear that it is full of great, degp meaning. It caries in it the meaning of
forgiveness, the red, kind humanity and high mords Chrisianity presents the most
wonderful examples of the high principles, in he sermon on the mount, where we find Jesus
sying: "But | sy unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them
that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you." (Matthew
5:44). How fantastic and wonderful are those words, and how grest are ther meaning.
Undubitably, Chritianity is wonderful and maichlessin its principles and values.

10 — | became a Chrigian because it is founded upon a very srong persondity that cannot
die, the persondity of the Lord Jesus Christ who is the power of its life. He is the wonderful
Person whose Spirit touches every generation. He is not limited to one age. He is meek in
His greatness, greet in His kindness, and cdear in His myderies. He is the Rich who became
poar, to make usrich. Heis the precious one who was humiliated to give us honor.

This is the Chrig of whom | heard, but my hearing of Him was tranformed to persond
knowledge of Him. My knowledge of Him became a friendship, and my friendship turned
into red love that developed into worshipping Him.

11 — | became a Chrigtian because now | can face desath, and certain of my fate in eternity,
because in Chrig, | have recaved the light for my assurance, and the blessed hope in
evelading life "He that believeth on the Son hath everlading life" (John 3:36). "But the
gift of God is eernd life through Jesus Chrig our Lord." (Romans 6:23). "Veily, verily, |
sy unto you, He tha heareth my word, and bdieveth on him that sent me, hath everlasting
life, and shdl not come into condemnation; but is passed from deeth unto life"" (John 5:24).

Chrigt came to this world to make the fdlen human a complete man in dl the facts of his life. It
becomes clear from sudying the Holy Gospe that Chrigt did not prepare us for life after desth
only, but He dso prepared us to live this life on this earth, as wdl. He did not bring to us rigid
laws that would tie down our feet, but He gave us principles that can guide our feet. Chridt is the
miracle of dl ages and generations, our wonderful, supreme example in life and in living. He is
dive who came in the flesh to live on our earth. Eyes saw Him, and hands touched Him, and
they found in Him the best example.
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Chrid, the dedre of dl generations, is cdling us to surrender our lives to Him, so that we can
live the high principles that He left for us The most important necessty for man is to be sure
that his bdiefs are graight; but bdiefs are not enough if they do not become a part of man's life.
Man without principle is like a garden without trees and principles without life, is like a tree
without leaves. Why shouldnt you condder having high principles? The greatest principles you
can adopt in your life come from Chridianity, for its principles are the most supreme.

Why dont you come to Chrig today? He is the only Person who is qudified to be the one to
whom you can surrender your life. His invitation is dways heard, cdling you: "Come unto me,
dl ye tha ladbour and are heavy laden, and | will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and
learn of me for | am mesk and lowly in heat: and ye shdl find rest unto your souls™ (Matthew
11:2829)... "That Chrig may dwdl in your heats by fath." (Ephes 3:17). You need Chrig,
because al the wedth of this wald will not help you or give you the peace that you need: "For
what is a man profited, if he shdl gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? or what shdl a
man give in exchange for his soul?' (Matthew 16:26).
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